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spirit, and of joints and marrow, 
and is a discerner of the thoughts 

and intents of the heart.

Hebrews 4:12
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The Future of the Church

The future of the church as an institution:

The church will always prevail.

But not necessarily in the way we might think.

We have, quite honestly, become soft and lazy by 
thinking tomorrow will be just like today.

See John 15 and Hebrews 11
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There will always be a church on every street corner.

There will always be paid staff to do ministry for me.

Praise and worship will always be what I enjoy.

And if not, I can shop around until I find a church 
that does things the way I want them done.

There will always be a preacher / pastor / teacher 
who will do the heavy lifting for me and 

my family so I won’t have to.
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There will always be good study materials available 
for free so I won’t have to spend my money on 

learning the Bible but can spend it on what I want.

Church will always be about me:

I can come when I want, late or not, no matter.

I can do what I want, no matter how it affects others.

I can live the type of life I want, sin and all, 
and if some one has a problem with that I can always 

leave and go to another church of my choosing.
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But all these are assumptions.

And they might not all play out in the future 
as they have in the past.
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To the Men (Primarily)

Do you know enough about the Bible to spiritually 
lead your wife and children if you had to?

Are you personally growing in your faith in the Lord?

Can your wife and children see your growth?

And if not, why?

Do you judge your success as a man by your spiritual 
growth and knowledge of Christ?

Or are there other criteria you judge yourself by?
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To the Men (Primarily)

Does your wife feel confident with you to ask you a 
question she has about the Scripture?

Has she ever done that?

Could you give her the correct answer?

Or are you too busy with other stuff to “be diligent to 
present yourself approved to God, a worker who does 

not need to be ashamed, (how) rightly dividing the 
word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15)?
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Would you like to acquire the skills necessary to 
understand the Word of God on your own, without 

having to have someone else explain it to you?

Would you like to have confidence in teaching and 
explaining His Word accurately and intimately?
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Small Time Pastor

What is a Small Time Pastor?

First, what is a Big Time Pastor?

Ok, so what does a Small Time Pastor look like?

And how do I begin?

Let’s first cover the basics.
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When you open your Bible, do you know 
what you are holding in your hands?

Let’s see what the Bible says about itself.
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All Scripture (Old and New Testament) is given by 
inspiration (breath) of God, and is profitable for 

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
(what) righteousness, (why) that the man of God may 

be complete (perfect), (in what way) thoroughly 
equipped for (what) every good work.

2 Timothy 3:16-17

But how does God speak through men?
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For the word of God is living and powerful (energēs), 
and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 

even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints 
and marrow, and is a discerner of the 

thoughts and intents of the heart.

Hebrews 4:12

Look at what Jesus said about the Word of God.
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The Word of God

“You search the Scriptures (at that time the Old 
Testament), for in them (the Scriptures) you think you 

have eternal life; and these (the Scriptures) 
are they which testify of Me.”

John 5:39

The Scriptures (both Old and New) testify about Jesus.

Now let’s look at how God has primarily chosen to 
reveal Himself to the world (and to you and me)?
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Step One – Slow Down and Wait

Take your time, this ain’t no race.

Wait for God to speak to you wherever you are 
reading (remove the yoke of your agenda or plan).

Again, take your time.

Read the passage over and over again, out loud.

Emphasize each word or phrase.

Ask questions or wait for questions to arise.

And watch what happens.
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Example from this Week

Ecclesiastes 5:1-7


