
“And I also say to you that you are Peter, 
and on this rock I will build My church, and the 

gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.”

Matthew 16:18
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Today we are going to look at the definition and 
description of “church” and how it intersects 

with our worship of God.

And again, we will compare what the Scriptures say 
about each and what we do each Sunday.

I think you’ll find the differences to be startling.

Let’s get started.
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“The church is the community of all true 
believers for all time.”

Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology

In essence, the term “church” is used to apply to 
all those (people) whom Christ died to redeem, all 

those (people) who are saved by the death of Christ.

There is no mention of a building, denomination, 
or tax-exempt entity.  
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In Scripture, the Greek word for “church” is ekklēsía
and means “a called-out people, an assembly of those 

called by Christ into the fellowship of His salvation, 
a gathering or assembly of the redeemed.”

Once again, it has nothing to do with a building or a 
plot of real estate, a denomination or group of 

religious congregations, or a 501c3 organization.

It is a specific, called, and redeemed group of people.
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What is Church?

In the New Testament, ekklēsía is used 118 times.  

It is translated “church” 115 of those times and 
“assembly” 3 other times.

And the Scriptures are very clear about how the 
“church” (assembly of redeemed people) are to 

worship the Lord when they come together 
collectively on the Lord’s Day.

And it looks nothing like what we do today.
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Remember, Christ is the one who grants 
membership into His church through salvation 
and the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit.

Holy Spirit = Salvation

No Holy Spirit = No Salvation

It is really just that simple.
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And He makes all the rules about how His church is to 
function, including worship, prayer, ministry, song, 

and just about everything else you can think of.

Remember, He is God, and we are not.
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Question:  So, if Christ redeems His church and then 
commands us to meet together in community as the 
called-out ones to worship Him, does He give us any 
guidelines as to what that is supposed to look like?

Answer:  Absolutely.  But it looks very little like what 
we have been doing as believers since… forever.

And much of that has to do with our reluctance 
to be His church rather than attend His church.

One is active, the other passive.
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Priesthood of All Believers

This is a key, fundamental, and essential doctrine 
that was rediscovered during the Reformation.

In essence, it means we have direct access to God 
and do not have to go through an intermediary, 

such as a priest, pope, Mary, or someone else.

We believe this to be true, but seldom live as if we do.

And this is most apparent when we come together as 
an assembly of called-out ones.
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Priesthood of All Believers

The priesthood of all believers is the doctrine that 
declares that the privilege and freedom of all 

believing Christians is to stand before God in personal 
communion through Christ, directly receiving 

forgiveness without the necessary recourse to human 
intermediaries.  As priests (1 Peter 2:5, 9), believers 
directly offer sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving to 
God and minister to the needs of others.  Ordained 

pastors are not different from other believers in 
spiritual status, but only in function and appointment.
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Priesthood of All Believers

Do you believe this is true?

Do you believe you are a priest unto God?

And if you do, how does this change what you do 
or how you worship Him on the Lord’s Day?

Can you hear directly from God, or does His voice 
have to come to you from someone else?

And if it is possible, even expected, for you to hear 
His voice, what are the ramifications of that privilege?

And how would that change Sunday “church” for you?
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These are two key words (“one another”) that will 
change your life in corporate worship forever.

They are used nearly 60 times in the New Testament.

Let me give you just a few examples.

But the first century church was designed for mutual 
edification (the act of building up or bringing 
something closer to fullness or completion, 
to strengthen, encourage, making whole).
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One Another

How is it then, brethren?  Whenever (what) you come 
together, each of you (not just the clergy) has a psalm, 
has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an 
interpretation.  Let all things be done for edification.

1 Corinthians 14:26

Let all things be done for the building up of the body 
of Christ into completion and maturity.  And it looks 
like this process involves more than just the pastor.
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to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the 

assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of 
some, but (what) exhorting one another, and so much 

the more as you see the Day approaching.

Hebrews 10:25

This is more than a statement not to forsake church.

It is a command for each of us to exhort each other.
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Note, the five-fold ministry listed here is to equip the 
church for ministry, and that ministry is the building 

up (edifying) of each other, of the body of Christ.

And why is this so important?
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Then what should we do?
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How can this be done if only a few minister to others?
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(who) one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
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(you, implied) Speaking to (who) one another 
(how) in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord.

Ephesians 5:19

And look what Hebrews says about mutual 
participation being the divine antidote for apostasy 

and a divine means for growing in your 
individual spiritual lives.
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Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil 
heart of unbelief in departing from the living God 
(apostasy); but (the antidote) exhort one another 

daily, while it is called “Today,” (why) lest any of you 
be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.

Hebrews 3:12-13

Should this not take place also on the Lord’s Day?

And if not, why?
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Where Does that Leave Us?

We are in the early stages of learning how far all we 
have known may have drifted from the truth.

What we need to see is that God may be bigger 
and greater than any of us can imagine.

And maybe, just maybe, He knows His church best.

Are you willing to let Him show you the truth?

Are you willing to let Him show you the right way?

And are you willing to follow Him when He does?
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