
For by grace you have been saved 
through faith, and that not of yourselves; 

it is the gift of God,
not of works, lest anyone should boast.

Ephesians 2:8-9
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Becoming a Faith Prepper

Learning to pray at all times

by letting the Holy Spirit, through God’s Word, 
direct your prayers.

Learning to trust at all times
by allowing your faith to grow by having it 
exercised in often unpleasant situations.
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Faith

We all live by faith… in something.

The question is in the object of our faith.

Is that object reliable?

It is real or does it represent truth?

Is the object of our faith eternal or temporal?

Does it change with time?

Is the object of our faith worth it?

Or, what pay-off does it give in the end?
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Example:

You can have faith in…

Your government.

Your family.

Your job.

Your intellect.

Your ability to always get things right.

The culture in which you live.
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Example:

You can have faith in…

Money.

Fame.

How important you think you are.

Your pleasure and well-being.

Your view of heaven and hell.

Or a myriad of other passing fancies.
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Faith

Think of the faith it took for you to walk 
into this building.

Or to see a physician when you are sick.

When we mail a check to pay a bill.

When we get into a car.

Or fly on a plane.

Or pick up our phone.

Or surf the internet.
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Faith

We all exercise faith.

But not all faith is saving faith.

God has determined faith to be the instrument 
He uses to bring individuals into a 
saving relationship with Himself.

Nothing else works.

There is no other way.

No matter how hard you try.
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Faith

Faith, like salvation, is a gift from God.

But many reject His gift because they want to travel 
on the wide road of their own choosing.

Yet God sets the requirements, not man.

See Ephesians 2:8-9

James 2:14-26

The question is how we define faith.
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Faith

The Greek word translated “faith” in the New 
Testament is pístis and means :

“to win over, to persuade.  Subjectively it means firm 
persuasion, conviction, belief in the truth”

This definition is used over 250 times in the 
New Testament alone.
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Faith

Everything in the Spirit is based on faith.

Consider Hebrews 11:1

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen.

Everything of faith is designed to bypass 
the physical senses.
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Now faith (pístis – firm persuasion, conviction, belief 
in the truth) is the substance (hupóstasis – what 

underlies the apparent, the reality, essence, basis of 
something, the firm assurance or confidence) 

of things hoped for (elpís – to trust, to expect with 
desire and confident assurance), 

the evidence (elégchou – conviction) 
of things not seen.

Hebrews 11:1
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Look at the actions that followed, 
and defined, faith in Hebrews 11.
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What does it mean to have “little faith”?

This phrase is used only 5 times in the New 
Testament, and one of those times is the same 

statement of Jesus being recorded by both 
Matthew and Luke.

Let’s look at these.
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Matthew 16:8

But Jesus, being aware of it, said to them, 
“O you of little faith, why do you reason among 

yourselves because you have brought no bread?”

Do you remember the context of this statement?

In each of these, Jesus expected those who knew Him 
to see beyond the physical senses by faith.

But they didn’t
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How about you?

Where are you in your faith journey?

Want a few more?
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Faith

So where are you in your journey of faith?

Do you have the faith needed to be a faith prepper?

Can your faith survive the coming darkness?

What are you doing today to place yourself in 
situations where you must rely on your faith and not 

on your own wit or resources?

Tell us how is that going?

And where you want to go from here?





Announcements

Tuesday:  Tuesday Night Bible Study – 7:00pm

“The Chosen – Episodes 3 and 4”

The movie will begin at 7:15 sharp.

Wednesday:  No Men’s Discipleship – 7:30pm

Saturday: Ladies Prayer Group – 9:30am



Announcements

Christmas Caroling

Sunday, December 8th from 3:00pm to 5:00pm

We will meet at the Belaire Nursing Home and begin 
caroling at 3:00pm and then go to the Country Time 

Nursing Home and begin caroling at 4:10pm.

Then we will return to the church for supper.



Announcements

Belaire Nursing Home
2065 Lyon Street

Gastonia, NC

Country Time Nursing Home
602 Brevard Road

Kings Mountain, NC

Contact Rebecca at 704-830-8630 for questions.



Announcements

Adult Christmas Party

Sunday, December 15th at the Pendergrass barn.

Arrive at 5:30pm and we’ll begin eating at 6:00pm.






