
Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord 
three times that it might depart from me.

And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for 
you, for My strength is made perfect in 
weakness.”  Therefore most gladly I will 

rather boast in my infirmities, 
that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

2 Corinthians 12:8-9
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1 Corinthians 1:8-11

you also helping together in prayer for us, 
that thanks may be given by many persons on our 

behalf for the gift granted to us through many.

This was not a simple missionary thanking others for 
their prayers and support.

No, Paul understood the warfare taking place on 
behalf of others praying for them.

Notice how prayer is described by Paul.



Romans 15:30



Romans 15:30

Now I beg you, brethren, through the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and through the love of the Spirit, that you 
strive (sunagōnízomai – fight, struggle, contend, to 
wrestle) together with me in prayers to God for me.



Romans 15:30

Now I beg you, brethren, through the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and through the love of the Spirit, that you 
strive (sunagōnízomai – fight, struggle, contend, to 
wrestle) together with me in prayers to God for me.



Romans 15:30

Now I beg you, brethren, through the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and through the love of the Spirit, that you 
strive (sunagōnízomai – fight, struggle, contend, to 
wrestle) together with me in prayers to God for me.



Romans 15:30

Now I beg you, brethren, through the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and through the love of the Spirit, that you 
strive (sunagōnízomai – fight, struggle, contend, to 
wrestle) together with me in prayers to God for me.



Romans 15:30

Now I beg you, brethren, through the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and through the love of the Spirit, that you 
strive (sunagōnízomai – fight, struggle, contend, to 
wrestle) together with me in prayers to God for me.



Romans 15:30

Now I beg you, brethren, through the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and through the love of the Spirit, that you 
strive (sunagōnízomai – fight, struggle, contend, to 
wrestle) together with me in prayers to God for me.

Or, that you wrestle together with me in prayers for 
me against the power of darkness (Eph. 6:12).
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The Little Answerable Prayer

Look at your prayer life?

How much of it is focused on God’s Kingdom and how 
much on the “little answerable” prayers?

A “little answerable” is a prayer for a little “fix” that is 
often related to our sense of entitlement from God.

These can be called horizontal prayers.
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Kingdom Praying

A Kingdom prayer is praying for something that has 
lasting value and importance in the Kingdom of God.

For example:

Ephesians 1:15-23; 3:14-19

Romans 15:5-6, 13

Philippians 1:9-11

Philemon 1:4-6
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Faith Prepper

It is time to begin preparing and training for the task 
the Lord has laid before us.

It is time to become a prepper, a faith prepper –

one who sees the danger ahead and sacrifices today 
to secure the safety and well-being of those 

he loves tomorrow.

After all, Noah built the ark before it started to rain.
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Don’t immediately just jump to the obvious when you 
pray for a need.  Instead, begin by asking God what 
He wants to do in that situation?  Or, what is His will 
regarding what you pray?  Or finally, what would give 

Him the most glory in this situation?

Then, begin to pray accordingly.
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Faith Prepper

What can we learn from these prayers today?

Two, 

Don’t be so quick to pray the results or the “fix”.

Pray for spiritual growth, insight and development in 
the life of the one in need.  

Again, ask God what He wants to do to bring glory to 
Himself in this situation or how He wants to conform 

the person in need to the image of His Son in this?
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Faith Prepper

What can we learn from these prayers today?

Three, 

When you don’t know what to pray, 
then pray Scripture.  The Holy Spirit will guide you 

in your prayer and even pray for you when 
you don’t know how to pray.

Remember the promise in Romans 8:26-27.
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Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. 
For we do not know what we should pray for as we 

ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession 
for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.

Now He who searches the hearts knows what the 
mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession 

for the saints according to the will of God.

One final thought…
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Remember

Have you been asking God what He is going to do? 
He will never tell you. 

God does not tell you what He is going to do; 
He reveals to you Who He is.

Oswald Chambers

My Utmost for His Highest

January 2nd
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Two,

God only answers the prayers and petitions that His 
Son had some part in asking.
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Three,

The early church prayed Scripture.  
And so should we.

Praying Scripture means to read God’s Word in a spirit 
of prayer and let the meaning of the verses become 

our prayer and inspire our thoughts.



Prayer Before Anything



Prayer Before Anything

So, how has your prayer life changed this week during 
our 21 Days of Praying God’s Word?


