
“But you shall receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 
shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, 

and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the earth.”

Acts 1:8
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Acts

Looking at it with new eyes.

Why?

Because many Christians are not satisfied with 
Christianity as usual, the status quo.

For most believers, salvation is wonderful.

But sanctification is difficult, sometimes painful.

And living the John 10:10 life is extremely frustrating.
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Acts

For example, we often view Acts 1:8 academically, 
and not as our marching orders from our King.

This is usually because we don’t understand, nor have 
we experienced, the power Jesus spoke about.

And we miss the part about His Kingdom.

But in the book of Acts, Jesus commands His followers 
to declare war on the kingdom of darkness.
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This declaration of war is something we often miss 
when we study the book of Acts.

After all, what’s the purpose of the power He 
gave His disciples and later the church?

But there are some other things we also miss.
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Acts

One, we miss the power (dúnamis) ministries in Acts.

Two, we miss the missionary zeal.

In Acts, God’s training manual for His church, 
these work hand in hand.

Just like they should work hand in hand today.

Let’s take a macro view of the book.
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1 – 12 – 70 – 120 – 500 – 620(?) – 3,000 – 5,000 men

At the close of the book of Acts, it is estimated that 
over 100,000 Jews, not including Gentiles, believed.

The theme of Acts is found in Acts 1:8.
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“But you shall receive (what) power (how) when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and (what) you shall 
be witnesses to Me (where) in Jerusalem, and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

Acts 1:8

Now watch the growth of the church, by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, in a hostile, threatening environment.
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Acts 1:15 – 120 in the Upper Room

Acts 2:41 – Three thousand added at Pentecost

Acts 2:47 – People were added to the Church daily

Acts 4:4 – 5,000 men plus women and children

Acts 5:14 – Multitudes were being saved

Acts 6:1 – Addition now changed to multiplication

Acts 6:7 – Religious leaders began to be converted

Acts 8:12 – Samaritans came to Christ
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Acts 18:8 – A ruler of the synagogue became a 
Christian along with his household

Acts 19:20 – The word of the Lord grew 
mightily and prevailed

And this is only the beginning.

Plus, remember the commitment and cost for each 
one who followed Christ compared with us today.
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Acts 2 – At Pentecost, 3,000 were attracted to the 
Gospel through the miracle of tongues

Acts 3 – The process leading to the 5,000 began 
with Peter and John healing the lame man at 
the Temple gate

Acts 5 – Believers were added when Peter’s 
shadow healed some and demons were cast out
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Acts 8 – The Gospel broke through to the 
Samaritans because of the miracles done 
through Philip

Acts 9 – Many believed in Joppa because Peter 
raised Dorcas from the dead

Acts 13 – The proconsul believed when Paul had a 
power (dúnamis) encounter with Elymas
the sorcerer
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Acts 19 – The Word of the Lord spread through 
Ephesus when demons were cast out through 
handkerchiefs blessed by Paul

Note, the miracles did not save anyone.

Each was saved when they placed their faith in Jesus 
Christ as Lord and not because they were healed.

Yet these signs pointed to the Lordship of Christ,
both then and today.
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Most of the preaching of Jesus was about 
the Kingdom.

The book of Acts is a record of the command of 
Jesus being obeyed and fulfilled.

It is a picture of His kingdom coming into view.

And it is a declaration of war on the kingdom of Satan.

Let me explain.
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The Kingdom of God is present, first and foremost, 
wherever Jesus is acknowledged and served as King.

The Kingdom is not of this world, but is in this world.

It is, for now, essentially a spiritual Kingdom, but it 
has tangible, visible manifestations (see Matt. 5-7).

It is also both present and future (1 Cor. 15:24-26).

Let’s look at the future Kingdom.



1 Corinthians 15:24-26



1 Corinthians 15:24-26

Then comes the end, when He (Jesus) delivers the 
kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to 
all rule and all authority and power (Satan’s realm).  

For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His 
feet. The last enemy that will be destroyed is death.



1 Corinthians 15:24-26

Then comes the end, when He (Jesus) delivers the 
kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to 
all rule and all authority and power (Satan’s realm).  

For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His 
feet. The last enemy that will be destroyed is death.



1 Corinthians 15:24-26

Then comes the end, when He (Jesus) delivers the 
kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to 
all rule and all authority and power (Satan’s realm).  

For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His 
feet. The last enemy that will be destroyed is death.



1 Corinthians 15:24-26

Then comes the end, when He (Jesus) delivers the 
kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to 
all rule and all authority and power (Satan’s realm).  

For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His 
feet. The last enemy that will be destroyed is death.



1 Corinthians 15:24-26

Then comes the end, when He (Jesus) delivers the 
kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to 
all rule and all authority and power (Satan’s realm).  

For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His 
feet. The last enemy that will be destroyed is death.



1 Corinthians 15:24-26

Then comes the end, when He (Jesus) delivers the 
kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to 
all rule and all authority and power (Satan’s realm).  

For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His 
feet. The last enemy that will be destroyed is death.



1 Corinthians 15:24-26

Then comes the end, when He (Jesus) delivers the 
kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to 
all rule and all authority and power (Satan’s realm).  

For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His 
feet. The last enemy that will be destroyed is death.



1 Corinthians 15:24-26

Then comes the end, when He (Jesus) delivers the 
kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to 
all rule and all authority and power (Satan’s realm).  

For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His 
feet. The last enemy that will be destroyed is death.

And after that, 



1 Corinthians 15:24-26

Then comes the end, when He (Jesus) delivers the 
kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to 
all rule and all authority and power (Satan’s realm).  

For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His 
feet. The last enemy that will be destroyed is death.

And after that, 
a “new heaven and new earth” – Rev. 21:1.
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“And do not lead us into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one.

For Yours is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. 

Amen (so be it, let it be so).”

Matthew 6:9-13

When Jesus taught us to pray, it was a declaration of 
war against the evil one and his kingdom. 
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The book of Acts is the account of His church living in, 
and proclaiming, the Kingdom of God.

And the Lord authenticated His Kingdom, and their 
message, by signs and miracles that are only 

performed by those living in His Kingdom.

They are the exact same signs and miracles He 
Himself was doing while on earth.

And He has given His church power to do the same.

You see this in the pages of the book of Acts.
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It is a declaration of war on Satan and his kingdom.

We are called to be soldiers in His war.

We are on the winning side.

In fact, the battle is already over.

This is just a mop-up operation.

All that is required of us is faith.

Faith in Him, and faith in His Word.

And a willingness to serve Him in His army.
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Back to Acts

As we begin a study of the early church in the book 
of Acts, keep this theme in mind.

For if you do, this book will come alive to you in 
ways that will forever change your life.

Are you ready?

Then let’s learn how to go to war with the enemy by 
following our King, the Lord Jesus.






