
God also bearing witness both with signs 
and wonders, with various miracles,  

and gifts of the Holy Spirit,  
according to His own will? 

Hebrews 2:4 
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The Gifts of the Spirit 

A spiritual gift (chárisma) is defined as: 

 

A spiritual gift is an extraordinary power, 
distinguishing certain Christians and enabling them to 
serve the Church of Christ, the reception of which is 
due to the power of divine grace operating in their 

souls by the Holy Spirit. 

Thayer, New Testament Lexicon 

 

 



The Gifts of the Spirit 

A spiritual gift is any ability that is empowered by the 
Holy Spirit and used in any ministry of the church. 
This broad definition includes both gifts that are 

related to natural abilities (such as teaching, showing 
mercy, or administration) and gifts that seem to be 

more “miraculous” and less related to natural abilities 
(such as prophecy, healing, or distinguishing  

between spirits). 

Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology 
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Spiritual gifts are not God bestowing to His people 
something external to Himself.  They are not some 
tangible “stuff” or substance separable from God. 

Spiritual gifts are nothing less than God Himself in us, 
energizing our souls, imparting revelation to our 

minds, infusing power in our wills and working His 
sovereign and gracious purposes through us. 

Sam Storms 
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One, 
Spiritual gifts are empowered by the Holy Spirit and 

given to those the Spirit desires. 

 

Two, 
Spiritual gifts are given for the common good of the 
church and not for the edification of the individual. 
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Three, 
Instead of fearing spiritual gifts, we are commanded 

to seek and desire them. 

 

Four, 
The gifts given to an individual Christian differ in 

number, magnitude and intensity. 
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Ephesians 4:11 
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We all assume we are totally objective when it comes 
to things in the Scriptures.   

 

But nothing could be further from the truth. 

 

We often believe, not what the Scriptures say, but 
what we’ve been taught they say and why… 

all confirmed by our experience. 
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The main reason we, as Bible-believing Christians,  
do not believe in the miraculous gifts of the  

Spirit is simply this: 

 

We have not seen nor experienced them. 

 

And our theological traditions support our  
lack of belief in them. 
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Testament quality miracles in our Christian lives. 
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One, 

We have not personally seen nor experienced New 
Testament quality miracles in our Christian lives. 

 

Two, 

We don’t see New Testament quality miracles in the 
later history of the church and they are not part of 

our theological traditions. 
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Three, 

We are repulsed by the misuse of those who claim to 
possess New Testament quality gifts of the Spirit in 
contemporary churches and healing movements. 

 

None of these are based on Scripture. 

They are based on personal experience. 
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use them in your life for the edification of His church 

and to bring glory to His name. 
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and to bring glory to His name. 

 

It all begins with belief. 
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Two positions: 

 

One, all the gifts are operating today as they did in 
the times of the early church. 

 

Two, some of the gifts have ceased and no longer 
apply today. 
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preaching of the gospel.  They state that these gifts 
are no longer needed as signs today, and that they 
ceased at the end of the apostolic age, probably at 

the end of the first century. 
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Miracles were only used to authenticate the apostles 
as trustworthy authors of the New Testament. 

 

Thus, after the New Testament was written, miracles 
would have fulfilled their stated purpose and would 

no longer be necessary.  

 

They would have ceased after the completion of the 
cannon of Scripture. 
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Note:  these arguments hinge on the purpose of 
healings and miracles.  They were to authenticate the 

apostles and not Jesus nor His message. 
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The Cessationist Position 

Note:  these arguments hinge on the purpose of 
healings and miracles.  They were to authenticate the 

apostles and not Jesus nor His message. 

 

But that’s not what the Scriptures teach. 

 

No where does Scripture teach that healings and 
miracles were to authenticate a man, even an apostle. 
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Why Does God Heal 

When Jesus heard it (that John had been beheaded in 
prison), He departed from there by boat to a deserted 
place by Himself.  But when the multitudes heard it, 

they followed Him on foot from the cities.  And when 
Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; and He was 
moved with compassion for them, and healed (or, to 

cure, restore) their sick. 

Matthew 14:13-14 
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Now a leper came to Him, imploring Him, kneeling 
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You can make me clean.”  Then Jesus, moved with 

compassion, stretched out His hand and touched him, 
and said to him, “I am willing; be cleansed.”  As soon 
as He had spoken, immediately the leprosy left him,  

and he was cleansed. 
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Why Does God Heal 

And behold, two blind men sitting by the road, when 
they heard that Jesus was passing by, cried out, 

saying, “Have mercy on us, O Lord, Son of David!” 

Then the multitude warned them that they should be 
quiet; but they cried out all the more, saying, “Have 

mercy on us, O Lord, Son of David!” 

Matthew 20:30-31 
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And immediately their eyes received sight,  
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do you want Me to do for you?”  They said to Him, 

“Lord, that our eyes may be opened.” 

So Jesus had compassion and touched their eyes.  
And immediately their eyes received sight,  

and they followed Him. 
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Now it happened, the day after, that He went into a 
city called Nain; and many of His disciples went  

with Him, and a large crowd. 

And when He came near the gate of the city, behold, a 
dead man was being carried out, the only son of his 
mother; and she was a widow.  And a large crowd 

from the city was with her. 

Luke 7:11-12 
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Then He came and touched the open coffin, and 
those who carried him stood still.  And He said, 

“Young man, I say to you, arise.”  

So he who was dead sat up and began to speak.  
And He presented him to his mother. 

Luke 7:13-15 
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Then His disciples said to Him, “Where could we get 
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And when He got into the boat, he who had been 
demon-possessed begged Him that he might be with 
Him.  However, Jesus did not permit him, but said to 
him, “Go home to your friends, and tell them what 
great things the Lord has done for you, and how He 

has had compassion on you.” 
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murderer to be granted to you, and killed the Prince 

of life, whom God raised from the dead,  
of which we are witnesses.” 
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And they were all amazed, and they glorified  
God and were filled with fear, saying,  
“We have seen strange things today!” 
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For she said to herself, “If only I may touch His 
garment, I shall be made well.” 

But Jesus turned around, and when He saw her He 
said, “Be of good cheer, daughter; your faith has 

made you well.” And the woman was made  
well from that hour. 

Matthew 9:22-23 
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And in Lystra a certain man without strength in his 
feet was sitting, a cripple from his mother’s womb, 

who had never walked. This man heard Paul speaking. 
Paul, observing him intently and seeing that he had 

faith to be healed, said with a loud voice,  
“Stand up straight on your feet!”  

And he leaped and walked. 

Acts 14:8-10 
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So Jesus answered and said to them, “Assuredly, I say 
to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will 

not only do what was done to the fig tree, but also if 
you say to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast 

into the sea,’ it will be done.  And whatever things you 
ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.” 

Matthew 21:21-22 
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Is anyone among you sick?  Let him call for the elders 
of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing 
him with oil in the name of the Lord.  And the prayer 
of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him 
up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.  
Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for 
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fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. 
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Nine, 

God Heals to Manifest the Kingdom of God 

 

Ten, 

God Heals for His Own Sovereign Purpose 
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In order for you to function in your gifts, you have to 
believe you actually have them and that God wants to 
use them in your life for the edification of His church 

and to bring glory to His name. 
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