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The First Cleansing of the Temple

Note, Jesus did this twice.

Once at the beginning of His ministry – John 2:13-22

And at the end of His ministry, during His last week

– Matthew 21:12-17, Mark 11:15-19, Luke 19:45-48

It was a very public and violent act.

And Jesus did this alone.  His disciples only watched.

Follow the “He” pronouns for each of these acts.
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The Two Transition Verses

His disciples believed in Him – John 2:11

But what about the others, His mother and brothers?

After this He went down to Capernaum, He, His 
mother, His brothers, and His disciples – John 2:12

Obviously, His brothers did not believe in Him.

We can see that from other Scriptures.
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The Brothers of Jesus

“For no one does anything in secret while he himself 
seeks to be known openly. If You do these things, 

show Yourself to the world.”

For even His brothers did not believe in Him.

John 7:4-5

Did they ever believe in Him?

And, if so, when?
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The Brothers of Jesus

After that He was seen by James (His half-brother), 
then by all the apostles.

Then last of all He was seen by me (Paul) also, 
as by one born out of due time.

1 Corinthians 15:7-8

Jesus made a personal, post-resurrection appearance 
to James, His half-brother.
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The Brothers of Jesus

Jude, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, 
and brother of James (the half-brother of Jesus),

To those who are called, sanctified by God the Father, 
and preserved in Jesus Christ.

Jude 1:1

Since Jude is the brother of James, the half-brother of 
Jesus, Jude is also a half-brother of Jesus.
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The disciples believed in Him but had yet to 
totally commit their lives to Him.

Their belief and commitment to Jesus at this time was 
much like our commitment to Him today.

We maintain our independence and call our own 
shots yet claim total devotion to the Lord.

But that is not what He was looking for then.

Nor is it what He is looking for now.
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Let’s look at how long it took Peter to move from 
part-time follower to forsaking all for the Lord.  

It is a gradual process of letting go of what you know 
and embracing the unknown by faith.

And as it was with Peter then.  

So it is with us today.
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Peter is introduced to Jesus in John 1:41-42.

Peter was obviously following Jesus as he witnesses 
the miracle in Cana in John 2:1-11.

And Peter “believed in Him” (John 2:11) but had not 
yet fully committed himself to the Lord.

Peter, still following Jesus part-time, went with Jesus 
to Jerusalem and witnessed His first cleansing 

of the Temple – John 2:13-22.



The Stages of Commitment



The Stages of Commitment

Jesus calls Peter (and the other three) to follow Him 
the first time (but they later returned to their old life) 

– Matthew 4:13-22, Mark 1:16-20, Luke 4:31a



The Stages of Commitment

Jesus calls Peter (and the other three) to follow Him 
the first time (but they later returned to their old life) 

– Matthew 4:13-22, Mark 1:16-20, Luke 4:31a

Jesus then heals in the Synagogue in Capernaum 
– Mark 1:22-28, Luke 4:13b-37



The Stages of Commitment

Jesus calls Peter (and the other three) to follow Him 
the first time (but they later returned to their old life) 

– Matthew 4:13-22, Mark 1:16-20, Luke 4:31a

Jesus then heals in the Synagogue in Capernaum 
– Mark 1:22-28, Luke 4:13b-37

Jesus heals Peter’s mother-in-law – Matthew 8:14-17, 
Mark 1:29-34, Luke 4:38-41



The Stages of Commitment
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– Matthew 4:13-22, Mark 1:16-20, Luke 4:31a

Jesus then heals in the Synagogue in Capernaum 
– Mark 1:22-28, Luke 4:13b-37

Jesus heals Peter’s mother-in-law – Matthew 8:14-17, 
Mark 1:29-34, Luke 4:38-41

Jesus continues to minister throughout Galilee 
– Matthew 4:23-24, Mark 1:35-39, Luke 4:42-44
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Jesus later calls Peter (and the other three) to follow 
Him the second time (and they responded and 

forsook all to follow Him) – Luke 5:1-11

And from this point forward, everything changed.

The rest, as they say, is history.

Let’s close with just a few questions.
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Where are you in the continuum of God’s 
call on your life?

Do you know what life He is calling you to?

Do you know what is standing between where you are 
now in your spiritual life and where 

He wants you to be?

Are there some things you are still holding on to 
and have refused to give to Him?
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If so, you are in good company.

So don’t get depressed and quit.

Keep moving forward.

Keep striving to be more like Him.

After all, each of us are on our own journey to 
completeness with Christ (Col. 2:10), and no two 

people’s journey is the same.

Be faithful.  Trust completely.

And God will complete what He has begun in you.


