
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; old things have passed away; 
behold, all things have become new.

2 Corinthians 5:17
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And Jesus answered and said to them: 
“Take heed that no one deceives you.  

For many will come in My name, 
saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many.”

Matthew 24:4-5

But it only gets worse.

First, we have false prophets claiming to 
speak for God.
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“Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive 
many.  And because lawlessness will abound, 

the love of many will grow cold.”

Matthew 24:11-12

Then false christs will follow, deceiving many more.

Note the intensity of this deception.
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“Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ 
or ‘There!’ do not believe it.  

(why) For false christs and false prophets will rise and 
show great signs and wonders to deceive, 

if possible, even the elect.
See, I have told you beforehand.”

Matthew 24:23-24

And much of this deception will focus on salvation.
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Roberta’s Celebration Service

The Deceitfulness of the Times in Which We Live

Deception:  False Salvation

The Importance of Understanding True Salvation

One Vital Question:  
Have You Experienced Regeneration?
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Q:  How can we make sure of our salvation?

A:  There are two ways.  
One external and one internal.

Let’s look at the external evidence first.

For example, the woman at the well, the prodigal son, 
Zacchaeus, the 3,000 on Pentecost, Cornelius, Paul, 

Lydia, the Philippian jailor, the Ethiopian eunuch, and 
so many more, including you and me, supposedly.
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Q:  How can we make sure of our salvation?

A:  There are two ways.  
One external and one internal.

Let’s look at the external evidence first.

Remember, Jesus described salvation as a new birth 
(John 3:3) and not a renovation of the old life.

He did not come to make us better.

He came to make us new.
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Salvation from God’s Perspective

Q:  How can we make sure of our salvation?

A:  There are two ways.  
One external and one internal.

So what happens when we truly get saved?

What is the change that takes place internally?

And how can we know for sure if that change 
has actually taken place in us?

And if not, are we deceived?
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experience ourselves, begins with regeneration.

Our election by God, the effectual call, justification, 
adoption, perseverance, and glorification are truths 

we believe by faith but seldom experience personally.

And both conversion and sanctification can be 
performed in the flesh, leading to deception.

Everything hinges on regeneration, real or false.

Let me explain.
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(you) Examine (peirázō – to put to the test to 
determine the nature of something, either good or 

bad) yourselves (for what reason) as to whether you 
are (what) in the faith (truly saved, regenerated). 

(you) Test (dokimázō – to try, prove, discern, 
distinguish, approve) yourselves.

And then the all-important internal question each 
believer must ask of themselves.
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Unless you are deceived into thinking you are saved.
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Salvation from God’s Perspective

Final point:

What happens when your nature is changed 
into something new and the Holy Spirit comes and 

makes His home (abide) in you forever?

What is that experience like?

What lasting effects would it have in you?

How would your life change?

Would others be able to see the change He makes?

And what does it mean if they can’t see anything?
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Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. 
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And make sure of your salvation today.




