
The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to 
show His servants— things which must shortly take 

place. And He sent and signified it by His angel to His 
servant John, who bore witness to the word of God, 

and to the testimony of Jesus Christ,  
to all things that he saw. 

Revelation 1:1-2 
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These seven letters to the seven churches lay out 
church history for us in advance. 

They tell us about the times in which we live, what 
Christ is pleased with and what He is not. 
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Focus on doctrine over devotion to Christ. 

They were too busy on the business of the Lord to  
have time for the Lord Himself. 

Have you ever been there? 
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A lampstand is a bearer of light, and not light itself. 
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“But this you have, that you hate the deeds of the 
Nicolaitans, which I also hate.” 

Revelation 2:6 

 

The Nicolaitans gave rise to the split in the church 
between the clergy and laity and the exercise of the 

clergy’s authority over them. 

More like a business and less like a family. 
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“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches.  To him who overcomes I will give to 

eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst  
of the Paradise of God.” 

Revelation 2:7 

 

Note the order:  the promise to the overcomer is  
after the closing statement. 
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Ephesus – Prophetic 

The letter to the church at Ephesus represents the 
apostolic church and shows that at the end of the first 

century (when the letter was written) the  
church was already in trouble.    

Hence, even the Church Fathers are not a  
reliable model for us today. 

This time frame runs from the birth of the church 
until the turn of the first century, 30 AD to 100 AD. 
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