
And the apostles said to the Lord, 
“Increase our faith.”

Luke 17:5
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Oswald Chambers

He was born on July 24th, 1874, 
in Aberdeen, Scotland.
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In 1889, at the age of 15 and convicted by the 
preaching of Charles Spurgeon, Oswald gave his life 

to Christ and committed himself to Him.
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Oswald died on November 15, 1917, in Cairo, Egypt.

He was 43 years old.
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“It takes me a long while to realize that God has no 
respect for anything I bring Him. 

All He wants from me is unconditional surrender.”
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Wanting to be an artist, Oswald enrolled in the 
National Art Training School, now the Royal College 

of Art and studied there from 1893 to 1895.
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Then, for the next two years, he studied art at the 
University of Edinburgh and was greatly influenced 

by the preaching of Alexander Whyte, 
the pastor of Free St. George church.
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But in 1897, at the age of 22, he felt God calling him 
to the ministry and left the University of Edinburgh 

and enrolled, along with 29 other students, 
in a small Bible college named Dunoon College.

At Dunoon, the students lived and studied in the 
home of the principal, Rev. Duncan MacGregor, 

who became a mentor to young Oswald.
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During his time at Dunoon College, he found himself 
in spiritual desperation, unable to find the power 

promised by Christ through the Holy Spirit to live the 
abundant life he so fervently desired.

He called this time, “four years of hell on earth.”
He felt an overwhelming vision of his own depravity 

and the powerlessness of his faith.
But that all ended when he received what he had 

asked for, the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
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The following is Oswald’s testimony of experiencing 
“years of heaven on earth” after his 

“four years of hell on earth.”

This testimony was given at Exeter Hall in May, 1906.
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Oswald left to preach and teach the gospel of Christ.  
He traveled to the United States and spent several 

months teaching at God’s Bible College in Cincinnati.  
From there, he traveled to Japan where he 

visited the Tokyo Bible School. 
Then he became a traveling teacher and ambassador 

for the Pentecostal League of Prayer.
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and two years later they were married. 
He referred to her as “Beloved Disciple” or B.D., 

which became the nickname Biddy, 
by which she was known for the rest of her life. 

The couple spent a four-month honeymoon in the 
United States teaching at “holiness camps.”
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Oswald had dreamed for years of starting a 
Bible college, and in 1911 he founded the 

Bible Training College in London. 
He leased a 19-room house in London, which would 

house him and Biddy as well as twenty-five students.

In 1913, Oswald’s daughter, Kathleen, was born. 
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And the next year, in 1914, England entered 
World War I, and Oswald felt called to 

minister to the troops. 
In 1915, he traveled to Egypt as a YMCA chaplain 

for the troops stationed there. 
After a few months, his wife and daughter 

joined him in Cairo.
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In October 1917, Oswald began to experience 
a decline in health but did not seek medical attention 

because he did not want to take resources 
away from injured troops. 

Finally, he was convinced to seek medical help 
and had to undergo emergency surgery 

for a ruptured appendix. 
He died on November 15, 1917, 

at the age of 43 from complications of the surgery.
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The first Christmas after her husband’s death, 
Biddy printed one of Oswald’s sermons and 

sent it to the soldiers at their request.
The rest, as they say, is history.
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In 1927, Biddy released a book of devotional 
writings based on Oswald’s sermons called, 

My Utmost for His Highest.
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In 1927, Biddy released a book of devotional 
writings based on Oswald’s sermons called, 

My Utmost for His Highest.
And it has been in print ever since.
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The following are some truths about faith we can 
learn from the life and legacy of Oswald Chambers.
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“Get into the habit of saying, ‘Speak, Lord,’ 
and life will become a romance.”
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“Faith is not intelligent understanding, 
faith is deliberate commitment to a Person 

where I see no way.”

“Seeing is never believing: we interpret what 
we see in the light of what we believe. 

Faith is confidence in God before you see God 
emerging, therefore the nature of faith is 

that it must be tried.”
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“When I see Jesus Christ I simply want to be 
what He wants me to be.”

“The life of faith is not a life of mounting up with 
wings, but a life of walking and not fainting.”

“Sin is not wrong doing, it is wrong BEING, 
deliberate and emphatic independence from God.”
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“Get into the habit of dealing with God about 
everything.  Unless in the first waking moment 
of the day you learn to fling the door wide back 

and let God in, you will work on a wrong level all day; 
but swing the door wide open and pray to your 
Father in secret, and every public thing will be 

stamped with the presence of God.”
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“Keep your life in constant contact with God 
so that His surprising power may break out on 

the right hand and on the left. 
Always be in a state of expectancy, 

and see that you leave room for God 
to come in as He likes.”
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“If my ruling disposition is self-interest, 
I perceive that everything that happens to me is 

always for or against my self-interest; 
if, on the other hand, my ruling disposition is 

obedience to God, I perceive Him to be at work for 
my perfecting in everything that happens to me.”
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“Am I as spontaneously kind to God as I used to be, 
or am I only expecting God to be kind to me? 

Am I full of the little things that cheer His heart 
over me, or am I whimpering because 

things are going hardly with me? 
There is no joy in the soul that has forgotten 

what God prizes.”
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“The remarkable thing about God is that when you 
fear God, you fear nothing else, whereas if you do 

not fear God, you fear everything else.”
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“The remarkable thing about God is that when you 
fear God, you fear nothing else, whereas if you do 

not fear God, you fear everything else.”

“How many people have you made 
homesick for God?”
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How to become a faith prepper.

You begin by trusting God and His Word with all 
your heart and let Him show you the truth.

That’s faith, trust, and confidence in Him and His 
Word… and then act on that faith, trust, and 

confidence in Him and His Word.

Otherwise, it’s just meaningless words.
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Let’s review what we learned from last week.
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