
Nevertheless I have this against you, 
that you have left your first love.

Revelation 2:4



Defining Moments



Familiarity Breeds Contempt



Familiarity Breeds Contempt

Apathy



Familiarity Breeds Contempt

Apathy

Laziness



Familiarity Breeds Contempt

Apathy

Laziness

Indifference



Familiarity Breeds Contempt

Apathy

Laziness

Indifference

Lack of honor or respect



Familiarity Breeds Contempt

Apathy

Laziness

Indifference

Lack of honor or respect

Misplaced love



Revelation 2:1-7



Revelation 2:1



Revelation 2:1

“To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, 

‘These things says He who holds the seven stars 

in His right hand, who walks in the midst of 

the seven golden lampstands:



Revelation 2:1

“To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, 

‘These things says He who holds the seven stars 

in His right hand, who walks in the midst of 

the seven golden lampstands:



Revelation 2:1

“To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, 

‘These things says He who holds the seven stars 

in His right hand, who walks in the midst of 

the seven golden lampstands:



Revelation 2:1

“To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, 

‘These things says He who holds the seven stars 

in His right hand, who walks in the midst of 

the seven golden lampstands:



Revelation 2:2-3



Revelation 2:2-3

“I know your works, your labor, your patience, 
and that you cannot bear those who are evil. 

And you have tested those who say they are apostles 
and are not, and have found them liars; 

and you have persevered and have patience, 
and have labored for My name’s sake 

and have not become weary.



Revelation 2:2-3

“I know your works, your labor, your patience, 
and that you cannot bear those who are evil. 

And you have tested those who say they are apostles 
and are not, and have found them liars; 

and you have persevered and have patience, 
and have labored for My name’s sake 

and have not become weary.



Revelation 2:2-3

“I know your works, your labor, your patience, 
and that you cannot bear those who are evil. 

And you have tested those who say they are apostles 
and are not, and have found them liars; 

and you have persevered and have patience, 
and have labored for My name’s sake 

and have not become weary.



Revelation 2:2-3

“I know your works, your labor, your patience, 
and that you cannot bear those who are evil. 

And you have tested those who say they are apostles 
and are not, and have found them liars; 

and you have persevered and have patience, 
and have labored for My name’s sake 

and have not become weary.



Revelation 2:2-3

“I know your works, your labor, your patience, 
and that you cannot bear those who are evil. 

And you have tested those who say they are apostles 
and are not, and have found them liars; 

and you have persevered and have patience, 
and have labored for My name’s sake 

and have not become weary.



Revelation 2:2-3

“I know your works, your labor, your patience, 
and that you cannot bear those who are evil. 

And you have tested those who say they are apostles 
and are not, and have found them liars; 

and you have persevered and have patience, 
and have labored for My name’s sake 

and have not become weary.



Questions



Questions

How does this compare to our spiritual lives today?



Questions

How does this compare to our spiritual lives today?

And how would you rate this kind of ministry?



Questions

How does this compare to our spiritual lives today?

And how would you rate this kind of ministry?

Works, labor, patience



Questions

How does this compare to our spiritual lives today?

And how would you rate this kind of ministry?

Works, labor, patience

Cannot bear or stand those who are evil



Questions

How does this compare to our spiritual lives today?

And how would you rate this kind of ministry?

Works, labor, patience

Cannot bear or stand those who are evil

Tested church leaders to keep the church pure



Questions

How does this compare to our spiritual lives today?

And how would you rate this kind of ministry?

Works, labor, patience

Cannot bear or stand those who are evil

Tested church leaders to keep the church pure

Persevered during trials with great patience



Questions

How does this compare to our spiritual lives today?

And how would you rate this kind of ministry?

Works, labor, patience

Cannot bear or stand those who are evil

Tested church leaders to keep the church pure

Persevered during trials with great patience

Labored and have not become weary
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and that you cannot bear those who are evil. 

And you have tested those who say they are apostles 
and are not, and have found them liars; 
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and have labored for My name’s sake 

and have not become weary.
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“Nevertheless (in spite of all this) I (Jesus) 
have this against you, that you have left (to forsake, 

quit, abandon, desert) your first love (agapē).”

At one time it appears that they had great 
love for the Lord.

But now they had sunk to the place where they were 
carrying out their Christian responsibilities with 

diminishing love for their Lord and others.
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Take a moment and remember your first few weeks as 
a new creation in Christ.

What were you like?
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Do You Remember?

Back then, how would you feel about yourself now?

Did you make any promises to the Lord that you 
would not even think of making today?

Did you keep whatever promises you made to Him?

Has your relationship with Him cooled over time?

If so, did it happen gradually, like a slow leak?

Or did it happen all at once?

What do you remember about that time?



Revelation 2:5a



Revelation 2:5a

“Remember (to call to mind, to keep on 
remembering) therefore from where (why, how) 

you have fallen (to fall off or from, to fall away, to fail, 
to be without effect, in vain);”



Revelation 2:5a

“Remember (to call to mind, to keep on 
remembering) therefore from where (why, how) 

you have fallen (to fall off or from, to fall away, to fail, 
to be without effect, in vain);”



Revelation 2:5a

“Remember (to call to mind, to keep on 
remembering) therefore from where (why, how) 

you have fallen (to fall off or from, to fall away, to fail, 
to be without effect, in vain);”



Revelation 2:5a

“Remember (to call to mind, to keep on 
remembering) therefore from where (why, how) 

you have fallen (to fall off or from, to fall away, to fail, 
to be without effect, in vain);”



Revelation 2:5a

“Remember (to call to mind, to keep on 
remembering) therefore from where (why, how) 

you have fallen (to fall off or from, to fall away, to fail, 
to be without effect, in vain);”



Revelation 2:5a

“Remember (to call to mind, to keep on 
remembering) therefore from where (why, how) 

you have fallen (to fall off or from, to fall away, to fail, 
to be without effect, in vain);”

Can you remember what you brought into your life 
that dulled your love for the Lord?



Revelation 2:5a
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you have fallen (to fall off or from, to fall away, to fail, 
to be without effect, in vain);”

Can you remember what you brought into your life 
that dulled your love for the Lord?

Do you remember when it happened?
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Do You Remember?

Do you remember what it was?

A seemingly small sin?

Forbidden relationship?

Love of money?

Family?

Fear?

Pride?

Busyness?
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Do You Remember?

Do you want to return to the days when Christ was 
truly your first love?

Do you want to experience Him with fresh new eyes?

Do you want to know Him better than you ever have 
before and to bear His fruit for the Father’s glory?

Do you know how to make that all happen?

Do you know what is required of you?
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“Repent and do (what) the first works,”

Repent and Obey (Do).

They must operate together.

You cannot have one without the other.

Because you cannot have true repentance without 
true obedience to Him.
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Revelation 2:5c

“or else I will come to you (when) quickly and (what) 
remove your lampstand from its place—

unless you repent.”

We are not always guaranteed tomorrow.

And there is an apparent end to the Lord’s patience.

Today is the day of salvation.

And today is the day of repentance.
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To Be Resolved

The word resolved or resolute means:

To firmly determine to do something.

To make a determined decision.

To be unwavering.
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A Few Facts of Life

Life is short.

Eternity is long… very long.

Death is certain.

The life we live today only matters in relation 
to the life we live tomorrow – our eternal life.  

To sacrifice the joy of the latter for the fleeting 
pleasure of the former, is ludicrous.



Jonathan Edwards
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The Seventy Resolutions

What are some of the resolutions that you are firmly 
committed to follow?

What are you resolute about concerning your 
relationship with the Lord?






