
“If My people who are called by My name 
will humble themselves, and pray and seek 
My face, and turn from their wicked ways, 

then I will hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin and heal their land.”

2 Chronicles 7:14
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There is no need to spend any time sharing about 
the lukewarm condition of the church in the West.

We all know.

In fact, we are all part of the problem.

And since we know and are part of the problem, 
we tend to just assume this is the way things are, 

and it’s best to just relax and live with it.

But that is a recipe for even more failure.
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But God is moving in other places on this planet.

Over 82,000 people become a Christian every day!

Today, for example, 32,000 will become His followers 
in Africa, 25,000 in Asia, and 17,000 in Latin America.

But only 6,000 in both Europe and North America.

Why is that?

Because most in the West consider Christianity and 
a relationship with Jesus nothing more than a hobby.
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But it wasn’t always like that.

And what shocks the church out of apathy and 
lukewarmness is what is known as an “Awakening.”

A “spiritual awakening” can be defined as:
“a socially-transforming spiritual movement.”

A “revival” is a “spiritual rebirth which transforms a 
person, church, community into the likeness of

New Testament Christianity.”

When it transforms a nation, it’s a Great Awakening!
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The Next Great Awakening

First Great Awakening – 1734

Second Great Awakening – 1792

Third Great Awakening – 1858

Fourth Awakening – 1904-1905

Note: Some consider the 1960-1970s Jesus 
Movement to have been a Great Awakening.

But we are now primed for the Fifth (and possibly 
last) Great Awakening in our Nation.
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Revival focuses on a rebirth of your personal 
relationship with the Lord.

This is the direction we have been moving as a church 
for the last year or so with our emphasis on faith, 

abiding, surrender, and preparing ourselves spiritually 
for what the Lord brings our way.

When the number of people who experience personal 
revival begins to grow, it changes families, 

communities, institutions, and nations.
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2 Chronicles 7:14

Note the verse we take out of context to encourage 
us in times of personal or national upheaval.

“If My people who are called by My name will humble 
themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn 

from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, 
and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”

Note the promise, to forgive sin and heal their land.
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But we often fail to read this verse in context.

First, the chapters leading up to this verse are dealing 
with the final preparation of the temple of God.

Solomon asks for wisdom – 2 Chronicles 1

Solomon prepares to build the temple – Chapter 2

Solomon builds the temple – Chapter 3

Solomon makes furnishings for the temple –

Chapter 4
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The Context

Solomon brings in the Ark of the Covenant –

Chapter 5

God responds in an incredible way by having 
His Presence come over the temple –

2 Chronicles 5:11-14

Solomon prays and blesses the temple – Chapter 6

And then God responds – 2 Chronicles 7:1-3

The people offer sacrifices – 2 Chronicles 7:4-11
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The Context

God appears to Solomon a second time and gives him 
promises and warnings about the nation, the temple, 

and his own life – 2 Chronicles 7:12-22.

Let’s look at this together to see what God requires 
for personal revival and another Great Awakening.
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Then the LORD appeared to Solomon by night, 
and said to him: “I have heard your prayer, and have 
chosen this place for Myself as a house of sacrifice.”

First time God appeared to Him – 2 Chr. 1:7

The prayer is found in 2 Chronicles 6:14-42

Note also, God is the One who chose the temple and 
Jerusalem as His dwelling place – 6:5-6
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“When I shut up heaven and there is no rain, 
or command the locusts to devour the land, 

or send pestilence among My people,”

Remember, 2 Chronicles 7:14 is the second part 
of one sentence.

This is the first part.

Notice how God is bringing judgment to His people 
and their land because of their sin.
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“When I shut up heaven and there is no rain, 
or command the locusts to devour the land, 

or send pestilence among My people,”

And God promises judgment to His people if they 
turn from Him to worship something else.

See 2 Chronicles 7:19-22

Is this what we have done as a nation?

And have we also done this as His church?
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“if My people who are called by My name will humble 
themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn 

from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, 
and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”

There is so much in this single verse.

Let’s look at it closely together.
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“if My people who are called by My name will humble 
themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn 

from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, 
and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”

First, it is an if / then promise.

For the “then” to happen, the “if” must occur first.

There are many of these in Scripture.

And they should be the subject of our intense study.
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“if My people who are called by My name will humble 
themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn 

from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, 
and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”

These are His chosen from all generations.

They do not make up the majority of any nation, 
but they are the most important demographic 

regarding the life and health of a nation.
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Salt and Light

“You are (present tense) the (definite article) salt of 
the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor (lukewarm, 
apathetic, worldliness), how shall it be seasoned?  

It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and 
trampled underfoot by men.”

Matthew 5:13

If we refuse to bear fruit, “He takes away” 
and “he is cast out as a branch and withered”
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I mean, I won’t bother them if they won’t bother me.

Doesn’t that seem fair?

Not to them.  And not to the Lord either.

You forget, we are in a spiritual battle.

And they didn’t treat our Lord that way.
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Then what is the promise for each of us?

So our choice is to live like Christ and face what is 
promised to come, or to hide our lamp under a 

basket, hoping no one will see the light.

Which path will you choose?

Which path leads to personal revival?

And without revival, there is no Great Awakening.
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Now, Jesus again wants us to know the battle is not 
about competing world views, or common morality, 
or abortion, homosexuality, civil rights, immigration, 
wealth distribution, social justice, or anything that 

detracts the believer from the real enemy.

Our battle is spiritual, and it is against the forces of 
evil that control what we see happening all around us.  

And spiritual battles must be fought with spiritual 
weapons, always!



Salt and Light

“But all these things (context) they will do to you 
(why) for My name’s sake, because they do not know 

(eidō) Him who sent Me.”

John 15:21



Salt and Light

“But all these things (context) they will do to you 
(why) for My name’s sake, because they do not know 

(eidō) Him who sent Me.”

John 15:21



Salt and Light

“But all these things (context) they will do to you 
(why) for My name’s sake, because they do not know 

(eidō) Him who sent Me.”

John 15:21



Salt and Light

“But all these things (context) they will do to you 
(why) for My name’s sake, because they do not know 

(eidō) Him who sent Me.”

John 15:21



Salt and Light

“But all these things (context) they will do to you 
(why) for My name’s sake, because they do not know 

(eidō) Him who sent Me.”

John 15:21



Salt and Light

“But all these things (context) they will do to you 
(why) for My name’s sake, because they do not know 

(eidō) Him who sent Me.”

John 15:21



Salt and Light

“But all these things (context) they will do to you 
(why) for My name’s sake, because they do not know 

(eidō) Him who sent Me.”

John 15:21

Those who killed Jesus did not know (eidō) the 
God they claimed to love and serve.



Salt and Light

“But all these things (context) they will do to you 
(why) for My name’s sake, because they do not know 

(eidō) Him who sent Me.”

John 15:21

Those who killed Jesus did not know (eidō) the 
God they claimed to love and serve.

Let that sink in for a moment.
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This is the great divider of His people.

Are you called by His name?

And, if so, called to what exactly?

What purpose did He redeem you for?
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To make a lot of money and buy nice things?

To become an influencer and have people follow you?

To raise a big family and have lots of grandchildren?

To “live long and prosper”?
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Not positionally, but in practical application?
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Am I living like a child of God, a bearer of His Name?
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The Hebrew word for called is q̣ārāʾ and means 
“to summon, invite, to be chosen, called out, named.”

It is a word used over 700 times in the Old Testament.

So what does it mean to be “called by His Name”?

One, is the reality of salvation via election.

And two, is how we live out His choice of us 
in this fallen world.
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“In biblical times, a name was more than just a 
personal means of identification.  Names conveyed 

authority.  They showed character and issued 
promise.  They even displayed a certain fate and/or 

destiny.  Human names carried a great meaning, 
but God’s name encompassed His whole identity. 

It expressed His power and His omnipresence.  Those 
called by His Name live to reflect that relationship.”



2 Chronicles 7:14

Which brings us to the conditions of maintaining 
that relationship in good standing.



2 Chronicles 7:14

Which brings us to the conditions of maintaining 
that relationship in good standing.

And remember, our relationship with our Father 
can have profound collateral consequences, 

both good and bad, to those around us.



2 Chronicles 7:14

Which brings us to the conditions of maintaining 
that relationship in good standing.

And remember, our relationship with our Father 
can have profound collateral consequences, 

both good and bad, to those around us.

Let’s look again at the “if” requirements.
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“humble themselves”

“pray”

“seek my face”

“turn from their wicked ways”

This is something we are called to do.

Is it simple?  Yes.

But it’s also hard.
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“humble themselves”

“pray”

“seek my face”

“turn from their wicked ways”

And revival, and later a Great Awakening, can only be 
brought about when we, “My people who are called 

by His name”, meet the “if” conditions.
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“humble themselves”

“pray”

“seek my face”

“turn from their wicked ways”

There is so much more for us to discover about the 
healing power over the events in our nation that we 

have as children of our Father, 
but we will have to look at those next week.






