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What Personal Revival Looks Like

Being revived and filled with the Holy Spirit means to 
take God at His Word, to trust Him completely, 

no matter what.

Come what may.

To follow Him wherever He leads.

To surrender to Him whatever He asks.

To be dependent on Him no matter how hard it is.
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My soul clings to the dust;
revive me according to Your word.

Why does his soul cling to the dust?

What happened?

Is this depression, anxiety, brokenness, 
or could this be a picture of fervent worship?
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Psalm 119:25

“Now see that I, even I, am He, and there is no God 
besides Me; I kill and I make alive; I wound and I heal; 

nor is there any who can deliver from My hand.”

Deuteronomy 32:39

Our God is a sovereign two-sided God.

Our prayer is for revival, for life and healing.

And this can only come from Him.
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Psalm 119:25

Have you ever been in such a dry place spiritually that 
your soul seems like it was glued to the dust?

And in that condition, did you ever ask the Lord to 
give you life?  To revive you and let you once again 

prosper in your relationship with Him?

What was His response?

What happened after you prayed?

And what life-long lesson did you learn from this?
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“Lord, give me so much of You, so much life in You 
that I will never be tempted by looking at something 

of no true, eternal value.  

Keep my eyes and my life totally focused on You.”

This is what we call revival.

It is a rejection of the counterfeit for the genuine.

It’s the pearl of great price and the treasure 
hidden in the field.
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Remember the kingdom parables in Matthew 13.

The Sower and the Soils

The Wheat and Tares

The Mustard Seed

Leaven

The Hidden Treasure in the Field

The Pearl of Great Price

The Dragnet
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“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden 
in a field, which a man found and hid; and for (what) 
joy (rejoicing, gladness, exuberant joy, being giddy) 

over it he goes and sells (what) all that he has 
and buys that field.”

All he had, or all he would ever have on his own, 
was nothing compared to what he found.
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“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant 
seeking beautiful pearls, who, when he had found one 

pearl of great price, went and sold (what) all that he 
had and bought it.”

Again, all he had, or all he would ever have on his 
own, was nothing compared to what he found.
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But what things were gain (profit, benefit) to me, 
these I have counted (considered, reckoned) loss
(why) for Christ.  Yet indeed I also count (what) all 

things loss (detriment) for the excellence of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have 

suffered the loss of all things, and count them as 
rubbish, (why) that I may gain Christ

And what does it mean to “gain Christ”?
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What is worth selling all you have to acquire?

What is worth everything you are?

What is the thing you value the most?

Revival can show you the answer to these questions.

And revival can help you live out that answer in 
power, grace, and victory.
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Questions

Have you asked the Lord to show you things in your 
life that are worthless and deceitful and are causing 

you to sin and grieve the Holy Spirit?

Or are you too afraid of what He might say?

What will you do if He shows you what must go?

Is the promise of living your life more alive and more 
abundant than you are now worth more than holding 

on to what we are convinced brings lasting joy?

Will you ask Him right now to reveal it to you?
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“For every ten people who will die for the Bible, 
there is only one who will read it.”

Charles Spurgeon
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Do you love God’s Word?

What part of God’s Word do you love the most?

What part do you read the most?

What part is the most difficult for you?

Do you love His commands?

How about His precepts?  His instructions?

What do you “long” for?

What is the source of your greatest joy and desire?
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Is it God’s Word?

Or, more specifically, His precepts in His Word?

What would it take for your interest in Him to grow to 
be greater than your interest in anything else?

Could revival do that?

Would you allow that to happen if God desires to 
bring revival to you and your family?

Have you ever truly considered the following:
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Now great multitudes went with Him. 
And He turned and said to them,

“If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father 
and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, 
yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. 

And whoever does not bear his cross and come after 
Me cannot be My disciple.”

But it gets worse.
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Then Jesus gives those following Him, those who 
thought they were His disciples, the command to 

count the cost of true discipleship to Him.

Note the word, “first”

And then the chilling conclusion…
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“So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that 
he has cannot be My disciple.”

Do you know what it means to “forsake all”?

Have you spent much time asking the Lord about it?

And if not, what does that say about your desire to be 
disciples of His?

By the way, revival changes all of this.
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Remember, anyone can long after God’s promises.

But it takes a mature, spiritual person to long after 
God’s precepts and instructions.

Which one are you?

Not in words, but in practice?

Did you know that revival changes all of that?
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Is this the reason you are seeking revival?

Do you want more of Him to help you carefully keep 
His Words and precepts?

Or is there some other reason?

And if He does send revival, are you committed to use 
whatever He brings to you to obey Him more?

Or is there another purpose and definition of the 
“abundant life” He promised?

And how does His “lovingkindness” come into play?
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Psalm 119:88

We are revived because of His lovingkindness, and not 
because we deserve it or have earned it.

It is ours for the asking, yet it comes at His will 
and in His timing.

Yet you do not have because you do not ask.
James 4:2

So let’s ask, shall we?
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During affliction, some long for death.  
But we long for life, a revived life, and more of it.

You can be consecrated to God and still experience 
His chastisement.

After all, He says he chastises those He loves.

The best remedy for severe tribulation and affliction is 
the joy that comes from a Spirit-led revival.

Because a personal revival changes everything.
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O LORD, revive me according to Your justice.
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Hear my voice according to Your lovingkindness;
O LORD, revive me according to Your justice.
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Plead my cause and redeem me;
Revive me according to Your word.

Psalm 119:154
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Great are Your tender mercies, O LORD;
Revive me according to Your judgments.
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And some others…

Great are Your tender mercies, O LORD;
Revive me according to Your judgments.

Psalm 119:156

Consider how I love Your precepts;
Revive me, O LORD, according to Your lovingkindness.

Psalm 119:159
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Everything Must Change

Since we have never, as a church or a nation, 
experienced a true move of God, a Spirit-led revival in 
our lifetime, we can safely assume whatever we are 

doing just isn’t getting it done.

Therefore, we must be willing to rethink everything.

About God.

About each of us.

About church.

And about how we spend our time together.
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Everything Must Change

But we’ll talk more about that next week.

Next Week

How to pray for revival.

(And what we’re going to do about it.)






