
“I am the true vine, 

and My Father is the vinedresser.”

John 15:1
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On the Road to Emmaus

Stage One

They Worshiped a Dead Christ

They began the morning both sad and disappointed.  

“But we were hoping that it was He who 
was going to  redeem Israel.”

Luke 24:21
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Stage Two

They Heard the Truth, Yet Did Not Believe

“O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe”
Luke 24:25
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On the Road to Emmaus

Stage Three

They Had an Experience

“Did our heart not burn within us”
Luke 24:32

Can you say, “I have met Jesus!”

Or do you say, “I know about and believe in Jesus.”
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On the Road to Emmaus

Stage Four

They Were Satisfied with Jesus

“He was known to them…”
Luke 24:35
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The Vine and the Branches

Last Supper is over.

Judas is gone.

Jesus had washed His disciple's feet.

The disciples debated among themselves as to who 
was the greatest in His kingdom.

The Garden and the Cross were before Him.
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“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.  
Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes 
away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, 

that it may bear more fruit.

You are already clean because of the word 
which I have spoken to you.

Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear 
fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you, unless you abide in Me.”
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John 15:1-8

“I am the vine, you are the branches. 
He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; 

for without Me you can do nothing.  

If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a 
branch and is withered; and they gather them and 

throw them into the fire, and they are burned.”



John 15:1-8

“If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you 
will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.

By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much 
fruit; so you will be My disciples.”
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He used a vine, its branches, and the vinedresser.

He could have used any example He wanted.

Father / Children 

Members of His household

Master / Slave

King / Servants

Shepherd / Sheep

Husband / Bride
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He didn’t use…

Cowboy / Cattle

Pet Owner / Kitten – Cat

Farmer / Chicken

Apple Tree / Apples

Why did He choose a vine and its branches?
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The Vine and the Branches

Because it perfectly described the relationship 
between the Son and the Father and each of us.

It is a divinely, inspired example.

Let’s look at it together.
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The Vine and the Branches

“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.”

John 15:1

This is the last of the “I am” statements of Jesus that 
give structure to the Gospel of John.
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“I Am” the Resurrection and the Life

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 
He who believes in Me, though he may die, 

he shall live.”

John 11:25

Remember the setting of this statement?

Jesus claimed who He was, and then proved it.



“I Am” the Way, the Truth, and the Life



“I Am” the Way, the Truth, and the Life

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me.”

John 14:6



“I Am” the Way, the Truth, and the Life

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me.”

John 14:6



“I Am” the Way, the Truth, and the Life

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me.”

John 14:6

Again, remember the setting?
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“Whom are you seeking?”

They answered Him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 

Jesus said to them, “I am He.”

John 18:4-5

Remember what happened?
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“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.”

John 15:1

The central truth our Lord wanted us to know in this 
section is the importance of “abiding” in Him, 

like a branch does to a vine.

See John 15:4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11
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“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.”

John 15:1

The word “true” means a contrast between:

“what is real and a type or symbol”, or

“what is perfect as distinct from imperfect”, or

“what is genuine rather than what is counterfeit”.
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“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.”

John 15:1

What is the nature of a vine?

The vine is planted by the vinedresser wherever the 
vinedresser desires.  The vine has no say.

The vine is cared for by the vinedresser.

The vine is dependent totally on the vinedresser.
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John 15:1

The vine’s only function is to produce fruit.

But the fruit is for the benefit of the vinedresser.

The vine consists of roots, stalk, branches and fruit.

It must be positioned to receive the correct amount of 
sunlight to produce fruit.  It cannot do that itself.
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The glory of the vinedresser is his vine, 
only if it produces fruit.

And the glory of the vine is its fruit.

The only function of the branch is to bear the fruit 
produced by the vine and for the glory of the 

vinedresser.  It is good for nothing else.
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The pruning of a vine by the vinedresser is to cut off 
dead branches that consume nutrients but produce 
no fruit in order for the nutrients to be used by the 

branches producing fruit.  

For that is all a vine does, produce fruit.

This makes the vine more fruitful.
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“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.”

John 15:1

Jesus said He is the vine and we are the branches.

And the Father is the vinedresser.

Our task is to remain attached (abide) to Him, 
the vine, and allow Him to produce fruit in us 

for the Father’s glory.

We are created to do nothing else.
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John 15:1

All the vine is, so also is the branch.  
It is a part of the whole.

The branch is of the same nature as the vine.

The branch produces nothing, 
it just bears the fruit of the vine.

The vine cannot produce fruit without the branches.
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“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.”

John 15:1

The only function of the vine is to produce fruit.

And the only function of the branch is to bear the 
fruit the vine produces for the glory of the Father.

As the vine is totally dependent on the vinedresser, 
so the branch is totally dependent on the vine.
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“I Am” the True Vine

“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.”

John 15:1

As the vinedresser loves and cares for His vine, 
He also loves and cares for the branch of His vine.

Let me close with one incredible verse to show this:



“I Am” the True Vine

“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.”

John 15:1

“As the Father loved Me, (how much was that?)
I also have loved you; (what are we to do?)

abide in My love.”

John 15:9






