
After these things Jesus showed Himself 
again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias, 

and in this way He showed Himself. 

John 21:1 
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This is an epilogue to John’s gospel. 

Much like John 1:1-14 was a prologue. 

 

John 1:1-14 was the pre-incarnate activity of the Lord.   

This chapter is His post-resurrection activity. 

 

 

 



Jesus Revealed 

Some believe this chapter was not written by John. 

 

 

 

 



Jesus Revealed 

Some believe this chapter was not written by John. 

But there is no evidence to support that claim. 

 

 

 

 

 



Jesus Revealed 

Some believe this chapter was not written by John. 

But there is no evidence to support that claim. 

 

The problem with Higher Criticism 

 

 

 

 



Jesus Revealed 

Some believe this chapter was not written by John. 

But there is no evidence to support that claim. 

 

The problem with Higher Criticism 

Form Criticism 

 

 

 

 



Jesus Revealed 

Some believe this chapter was not written by John. 

But there is no evidence to support that claim. 

 

The problem with Higher Criticism 

Form Criticism 

Source Criticism 

 

 

 



Jesus Revealed 

Some believe this chapter was not written by John. 

But there is no evidence to support that claim. 

 

The problem with Higher Criticism 

Form Criticism 

Source Criticism 

Redaction Criticism 

 

 



Jesus Revealed 

Some believe this chapter was not written by John. 

But there is no evidence to support that claim. 

 

The problem with Higher Criticism 

Form Criticism 

Source Criticism 

Redaction Criticism 

Textual Criticism 
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John 21:1-14 answers the first question. 

Jesus demonstrated His commitment to meet their 
needs through a living illustration. 

This is reminiscent of how He first called them. 
See Luke 5:1-11 
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Two, 

We see how useless that is (John 21:3-5) 
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Four, 
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Five, 

We see the Lord telling them the only motivation for 
ministry is love for Christ 

(John 21:15-17) 

 

Six, 

We see the Lord telling them He is sovereign in life 
and death (John 21:18-23) 
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Seven, 

We see the Lord leaving them with the prospect of His 
return.  They should look for Him. 

(John 21:20-21) 

 

And in the midst of this chapter we have the entire 
teaching on both human and divine love. 
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first time since they left everything and followed Him. 

 

The contrast is between their dependency on their 
former trade, their former way of life— or they could 

continue the ministry they were called to in the 
power and provision Jesus had always provided them. 

It was time to choose. 
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Why were Peter and Thomas listed first? 

What was the Lord trying to show us about the 
makeup of the church? 

And why was Nathaniel mentioned? 

Where else is Nathaniel mentioned by John? 
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And who were the other disciples? 

Andrew? 

Phillip? 

 

If they were Andrew (1:40) and Phillip (1:43), what is 
the Lord trying to tell us about the perseverance of 

those who follow Him? 
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Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.”  They 
said to him, “We are going with you also.”  They went 

out and immediately got into the boat,  
and that night they caught nothing. 

John 21:3 

 

When was the last time Peter went fishing? 

What about being a “fisher of men”? 

 

 



They Were Blinded to the Truth 

 

 

 

 



They Were Blinded to the Truth 

But when the morning had now come, Jesus stood on 
the shore; yet the disciples did not know (eidō)  

that it was Jesus.  

John 21:4 

 

 

 

 



They Were Blinded to the Truth 

But when the morning had now come, Jesus stood on 
the shore; yet the disciples did not know (eidō)  

that it was Jesus.  

John 21:4 

 

 

 

 



They Were Blinded to the Truth 

But when the morning had now come, Jesus stood on 
the shore; yet the disciples did not know (eidō)  

that it was Jesus.  

John 21:4 

 

 

 

 



They Were Blinded to the Truth 

But when the morning had now come, Jesus stood on 
the shore; yet the disciples did not know (eidō)  

that it was Jesus.  

John 21:4 

 

 

 

 



They Were Blinded to the Truth 

But when the morning had now come, Jesus stood on 
the shore; yet the disciples did not know (eidō)  

that it was Jesus.  

John 21:4 

 

 

 

 



They Were Blinded to the Truth 

But when the morning had now come, Jesus stood on 
the shore; yet the disciples did not know (eidō)  

that it was Jesus.  

John 21:4 

 

Why did they not recognize their Lord? 

 

 

 



They Were Blinded to the Truth 

But when the morning had now come, Jesus stood on 
the shore; yet the disciples did not know (eidō)  

that it was Jesus.  

John 21:4 

 

Why did they not recognize their Lord? 

After the resurrection, no one seemed to know Him 
until He revealed Himself to them. 
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Finally, He sends them a blessing. 
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Then Jesus said to them, “Children (paidíon – a little 
child, one recently born, a baby, infant), have you any 

food?”  They answered Him, “No.”  

John 21:5 

 

Why did Jesus call them children? 

How do you think these men felt being called a baby 
after fishing all night and catching nothing? 
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The Command 

And He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of 
the boat, and you will find some.”  

John 21:6a 

 

Why did these veteran fishermen follow the 
instructions of a man they had never met? 

Plus, they were a football field from Jesus. 

Yet, they obeyed. 
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The Blessing 

So they cast, and now they were not able to draw it in 
because of the multitude (to fill, fullness) of fish.  

John 21:6b 

 

We often marvel at the blessings that don’t remain 
and neglect the greater blessing right before us. 

We are so easily satisfied with the Lord’s hand… 
that we fail to seek His face. 
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heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer 
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How did John know it was Jesus? 
What was Peter thinking while he swam to shore? 
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The Greater Blessing 

But the other disciples came in the little boat (for they 
were not far from land, but about two hundred 

cubits), dragging the net with fish.  Then, as soon as 
they had come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, 

and fish laid on it, and bread. 
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What do you think the other disciples were thinking? 
What do you think John was thinking? 

 



The Greater Blessing 

But the other disciples came in the little boat (for they 
were not far from land, but about two hundred 

cubits), dragging the net with fish.  Then, as soon as 
they had come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, 

and fish laid on it, and bread. 

John 21:8-9 

 

And why do you think Peter is not mentioned? 

 

 



The Greater Blessing 

Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish which you 
have just caught.”  Simon Peter went up and dragged 

the net to land, full of large fish, one hundred and 
fifty-three; and although there were so many,  

the net was not broken. 

John 21:10-11 

 

 

 



The Greater Blessing 

Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish which you 
have just caught.”  Simon Peter went up and dragged 

the net to land, full of large fish, one hundred and 
fifty-three; and although there were so many,  

the net was not broken. 

John 21:10-11 

 

 

 



The Greater Blessing 

Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish which you 
have just caught.”  Simon Peter went up and dragged 

the net to land, full of large fish, one hundred and 
fifty-three; and although there were so many,  

the net was not broken. 

John 21:10-11 

 

 

 



The Greater Blessing 

Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish which you 
have just caught.”  Simon Peter went up and dragged 

the net to land, full of large fish, one hundred and 
fifty-three; and although there were so many,  

the net was not broken. 

John 21:10-11 

 

 

 



The Greater Blessing 

Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish which you 
have just caught.”  Simon Peter went up and dragged 

the net to land, full of large fish, one hundred and 
fifty-three; and although there were so many,  

the net was not broken. 

John 21:10-11 

 

 

 



The Greater Blessing 

Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish which you 
have just caught.”  Simon Peter went up and dragged 

the net to land, full of large fish, one hundred and 
fifty-three; and although there were so many,  

the net was not broken. 

John 21:10-11 

 

 

 



The Greater Blessing 

Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish which you 
have just caught.”  Simon Peter went up and dragged 

the net to land, full of large fish, one hundred and 
fifty-three; and although there were so many,  

the net was not broken. 

John 21:10-11 

 

 

 



The Greater Blessing 

Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish which you 
have just caught.”  Simon Peter went up and dragged 

the net to land, full of large fish, one hundred and 
fifty-three; and although there were so many,  

the net was not broken. 

John 21:10-11 

 

 

 



The Greater Blessing 

Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish which you 
have just caught.”  Simon Peter went up and dragged 

the net to land, full of large fish, one hundred and 
fifty-three; and although there were so many,  

the net was not broken. 

John 21:10-11 

 

Why is Peter so silent? 
 

 



The Greater Blessing 

Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish which you 
have just caught.”  Simon Peter went up and dragged 

the net to land, full of large fish, one hundred and 
fifty-three; and although there were so many,  

the net was not broken. 

John 21:10-11 

 

Why is Peter so silent? 
What do you think he was thinking? 

 



The Greater Blessing 

Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish which you 
have just caught.”  Simon Peter went up and dragged 

the net to land, full of large fish, one hundred and 
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the net was not broken. 
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And why did Peter alone go and draw in the  
net of fish? 
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Jesus said to them, “Come and eat breakfast.” Yet 
none of the disciples dared ask Him, “Who are 

You?”— knowing (eidō) that it was the Lord.  Jesus 
then came and took the bread and gave it to them,  

and likewise the fish. 
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They were so sure on the boat. 
Do they seem like men who know it’s Jesus? 
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The Greater Blessing 

Jesus said to them, “Come and eat breakfast.” Yet 
none of the disciples dared ask Him, “Who are 

You?”— knowing (eidō) that it was the Lord.  Jesus 
then came and took the bread and gave it to them,  

and likewise the fish. 

John 21:12-13 

 

Why was that inner thought of the disciples recorded? 

 



The Greater Blessing 

Jesus said to them, “Come and eat breakfast.” Yet 
none of the disciples dared ask Him, “Who are 

You?”— knowing (eidō) that it was the Lord.  Jesus 
then came and took the bread and gave it to them,  

and likewise the fish. 

John 21:12-13 

 

How would you have acted if you knew it was Jesus? 

 



The Greater Blessing 

Jesus said to them, “Come and eat breakfast.” Yet 
none of the disciples dared ask Him, “Who are 

You?”— knowing (eidō) that it was the Lord.  Jesus 
then came and took the bread and gave it to them,  

and likewise the fish. 

John 21:12-13 

 

How would you have acted if you knew it was Jesus? 
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The Greater Blessing 

This is now the third time (in John’s gospel) Jesus 
showed Himself to His disciples after He was  

raised from the dead.  

John 21:14 

 

In the room without Thomas. 

In the room with Thomas. 

With the fish and bread on the shore. 
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What was Jesus trying to teach His disciples? 

What is He trying to teach you? 

What areas of your life are you ministering or living in 
your own strength? 

What have you failed to surrender to Him? 

What idols are you still worshipping? 

Are what are you prepared to do about it? 

 



 




