
The Spirit Himself bears witness with our 
spirit that we are children of God, 

and if children, then heirs—heirs of God 
and joint heirs with Christ, 

if indeed we suffer with Him, 
that we may also be glorified together.

Romans 8:16-17
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Internal Attack – Church unity and trust threatened 
by factions, prejudice, and selfishness.

Acts 6:1

Response – Greater church responsibility and 
structure to ensure unity, transparency, and trust.

Acts 6:3-6

And the church continued to grow.
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Therefore those who were scattered went 
everywhere preaching the word.

Acts 8:4

What did the early church have that maybe we don’t?

Or what can we learn from them about spiritually 
thriving under extreme adversity?

But first, a little background on the preaching of Jesus.
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to whom He also presented Himself alive after 
His suffering by many infallible proofs, 

being seen by them during forty days and speaking 
of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.

Acts 1:3

What does it mean to have Jesus as King?

And what does it feel like to be a child of the King?



Being a Child of Royalty



Being a Child of Royalty

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these 
(the ones led by the Spirit of God) are sons of God.  

For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to 
fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom 

we cry out, “Abba, Father.”

Romans 8:14-15



Being a Child of Royalty

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these 
(the ones led by the Spirit of God) are sons of God.  

For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to 
fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom 

we cry out, “Abba, Father.”

Romans 8:14-15



Being a Child of Royalty

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these
(the ones led by the Spirit of God) are sons of God.  

For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to 
fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom 

we cry out, “Abba, Father.”

Romans 8:14-15



Being a Child of Royalty

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these
(the ones led by the Spirit of God) are sons of God.  

For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to 
fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom 

we cry out, “Abba, Father.”

Romans 8:14-15



Being a Child of Royalty

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these
(the ones led by the Spirit of God) are sons of God.  

For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to 
fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom 

we cry out, “Abba, Father.”

Romans 8:14-15



Being a Child of Royalty

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these
(the ones led by the Spirit of God) are sons of God.  

For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to 
fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom 

we cry out, “Abba, Father.”

Romans 8:14-15



Being a Child of Royalty

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these
(the ones led by the Spirit of God) are sons of God.  

For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to 
fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom 

we cry out, “Abba, Father.”

Romans 8:14-15



Being a Child of Royalty

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these
(the ones led by the Spirit of God) are sons of God.  

For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to 
fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom 

we cry out, “Abba, Father.”

Romans 8:14-15



Being a Child of Royalty

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these
(the ones led by the Spirit of God) are sons of God.  

For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to 
fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom 

we cry out, “Abba, Father.”

Romans 8:14-15



Being a Child of Royalty



Being a Child of Royalty

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that 
we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, (condition)

if indeed we suffer with Him, (why) that we may 
also be glorified together.

Romans 8:16-17



Being a Child of Royalty

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that 
we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, (condition)

if indeed we suffer with Him, (why) that we may 
also be glorified together.

Romans 8:16-17



Being a Child of Royalty

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that 
we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, (condition)

if indeed we suffer with Him, (why) that we may 
also be glorified together.

Romans 8:16-17



Being a Child of Royalty

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that 
we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, (condition)

if indeed we suffer with Him, (why) that we may 
also be glorified together.

Romans 8:16-17



Being a Child of Royalty

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that 
we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, (condition)

if indeed we suffer with Him, (why) that we may 
also be glorified together.

Romans 8:16-17



Being a Child of Royalty

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that 
we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, (condition)

if indeed we suffer with Him, (why) that we may 
also be glorified together.

Romans 8:16-17



Being a Child of Royalty

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that 
we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, (condition)

if indeed we suffer with Him, (why) that we may 
also be glorified together.

Romans 8:16-17



Being a Child of Royalty

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that 
we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, (condition)

if indeed we suffer with Him, (why) that we may 
also be glorified together.

Romans 8:16-17



Being a Child of Royalty

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that 
we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, (condition)

if indeed we suffer with Him, (why) that we may 
also be glorified together.

Romans 8:16-17



Being a Child of Royalty

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that 
we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, (condition)

if indeed we suffer with Him, (why) that we may 
also be glorified together.

Romans 8:16-17

As children of God, we are not immune to suffering 
like Christ also suffered, yet He did not despair.



Being a Child of Royalty

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that 
we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, (condition)

if indeed we suffer with Him, (why) that we may 
also be glorified together.

Romans 8:16-17



Being a Child of Royalty

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that 
we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, (condition)

if indeed we suffer with Him, (why) that we may 
also be glorified together.

Romans 8:16-17

In fact, Peter tells us how to suffer like Christ, 
letting Jesus be our example when (not if) we suffer.
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For to this (suffering and mistreatment) you were 
called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us 

an example, that you should follow His steps:
“Who committed no sin, 

nor was deceit found in His mouth”;
who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; 

when He suffered, He did not threaten, but 
committed Himself to Him who judges righteously;

1 Peter 2:21-23
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who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the 
tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for 

righteousness— by whose stripes you were healed.

For you were like sheep going astray, 
but have now returned to the 

Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

1 Peter 2:24-25
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As a child of royalty, our Father, the King, has power 
to do whatever He chooses in any situation.

And He can rescue those He loves at any time and 
under any circumstance that He chooses.

But the choice always rests with Him.

And as His children, we are to trust Him regardless of 
His choices and whatever He allows us to go through.

Why?

Because He knows what is best for those He loves.
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And we know that all things work together for good 
to (who) those (1) who love God, to those (2) who are 

the called according to His purpose (choice).

Romans 8:28

The early church knew this and lived in that truth.

Hence, they thrived under persecution and hardship.

Their focus was on their Father’s love, and not on 
the dire circumstances they were experiencing.
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And we know that all things work together for good 
to (who) those (1) who love God, to those (2) who are 

the called according to His purpose (choice).

Romans 8:28

They also understood the sovereignty of God.

And they lived knowing that, as children of royalty, 
their Father, the King, was surprised by nothing.

He knew everything in advance.



Being a Child of Royalty



Being a Child of Royalty

“For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You 
anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the 
Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered 

together to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose 
determined (when) before to be done.”

Acts 4:27-28
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“For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You 
anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the 
Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered 

together to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose 
determined (when) before to be done.”

Acts 4:27-28

And finally, in the midst of hardship and death, 
they knew they were loved by their Father, the King.
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we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.”

Yet in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through Him who loved us.
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So what does all this mean for you, a child of royalty, 
right now in your present situation?

What confidence do you have knowing you are a child 
of God, and as such, a joint-heir with Jesus?

(Rom. 8:16-17)

And how does it make you feel when you fully 
understand the fact that nothing, not even your sins, 

transgressions, failures, or shortcomings, can 
separate you from the love of your Father, the King?
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So rest this week in who you are in Him.






