
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that you present your bodies 

a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, 
which is your reasonable service.

Romans 12:1
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“but you know (ginōskō) Him, (how) for He dwells 
with you (present) and will be in you (future).  I will 
not leave you orphans; I will come to you (future).”

Do you know the Holy Spirit?

Not just know about Him, but know Him personally?

Because Jesus said you will know the Holy Spirit.



John 14:17b-18

“but you know (ginōskō) Him, (how) for He dwells 
with you (present) and will be in you (future).  I will 
not leave you orphans; I will come to you (future).”

Do you know the Holy Spirit?

Not just know about Him, but know Him personally?

Because Jesus said you will know the Holy Spirit.

You are expected to know the Holy Spirit.
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I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, 

holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 
service.  And do not be conformed to this world, 

but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that you may prove what is that good and 

acceptable and perfect will of God.
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(on what basis) by the mercies of God, that (who) you 

present (what) your bodies (as) a living sacrifice, 
(described as) holy, acceptable to God, which is your 
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I beseech (urge, beg) you therefore, brethren, 
(on what basis) by the mercies of God, that (who) you 

present (what) your bodies (as) a living sacrifice, 
(described as) holy, acceptable to God, which is your 

reasonable (logical, expected) service
(based on the mercy of God).  

And how will that impact the person who presents 
their body as a living sacrifice?
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Acts 19:1-2a

And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, 
that Paul, having passed through the upper regions, 

came to Ephesus.   And finding some (what) disciples 
he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit 

when you (what) believed?” 

Note, Paul saw something in them that was missing.

They were called “disciples” and “believed” in Jesus.
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And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, 
that Paul, having passed through the upper regions, 

came to Ephesus.   And finding some (what) disciples 
he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit 

when you (what) believed?” 

Note, Paul saw something in them that was missing.

They were called “disciples” and “believed” in Jesus.

But they were lacking something quite obvious.
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So they said to him, “We have not so much as heard 
whether there is a Holy Spirit.”  

And he said to them, “Into what then were you 
baptized?”  So they said, “Into John’s baptism.”

Note, the Presence and power of the Holy Spirit was 
unknown to them, yet Paul did not indicate they 

needed to get saved nor did He preach the Gospel to 
them.  He explained John’s baptism to them further.
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believe on Him who would come after him, that is, 
on Christ Jesus.”  When they heard this, they were 

baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.
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Then Paul said, “John indeed baptized with a baptism 
of repentance, saying to the people that they should 
believe on Him who would come after him, that is, 
on Christ Jesus.”  When they heard this, they were 

baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

They, like Old Testament Jews, believed in the 
Messiah who was to come and were therefore 

baptized into the baptism of repentance (for the 
coming Messiah) preached by John the Baptist.
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Then Paul said, “John indeed baptized with a baptism 
of repentance, saying to the people that they should 
believe on Him who would come after him, that is, 
on Christ Jesus.”  When they heard this, they were 

baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

Paul explained the Messiah had already come and 
His name was Jesus, and they were baptized 

in His name.
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of repentance, saying to the people that they should 
believe on Him who would come after him, that is, 
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baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

There is no indication they were lost prior to this 
and now somehow came to faith as to be saved.



Acts 19:4-5

Then Paul said, “John indeed baptized with a baptism 
of repentance, saying to the people that they should 
believe on Him who would come after him, that is, 
on Christ Jesus.”  When they heard this, they were 

baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

There is no indication they were lost prior to this 
and now somehow came to faith as to be saved.

They were called “disciples” and they “believed”.
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Acts 19:6-7

And when Paul had laid hands on them, 
the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke 

with tongues and prophesied.  Now the men 
were about twelve in all.

What is this teaching us about the Holy Spirit?

What is this showing us about believing and 
receiving the Holy Spirit?

Are there any other explanations for this action?
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Other Explanations

God only allows signs (tongues, prophecy, etc.) as the 
Gospel moved beyond the Jewish Christian sect to 

confirm to the Jewish Christians that:

Samaritans (Acts 8:4-25)

Gentiles (Acts 10:1-48)

Those baptized by John the Baptist (Acts 19:1-7)

could also be saved just like they were.

And the proof was the Holy Spirit coming by the 
laying on of hands by the Apostles after salvation.
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Questions

But doesn’t the Scripture teach that we each receive 
the Holy Spirit at the moment we are saved?

Absolutely!

Ephesians 1:13-14

Romans 8:9

1 Corinthians 12:13

Then how do we explain these other passages?
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The Higher Christian Life

The Higher Christian life is received, 
just like salvation, by faith.

And it usually is preceded by a time of confession, 
repentance, and commitment to the Lord.

Let me give you another example of a prayer of total 
commitment that God blessed in a profound way.

And this one is more contemporary.
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The Higher Christian Life

Luis Palau

(1934-2021)

He died on March 11th of this year at 86 years of age.








