
Now to Him who is able to keep you  
from stumbling, and to present you 

faultless before the presence of His glory 
with exceeding joy.  

Jude 24 
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He was a run-away slave of Philemon. 

He possibly stole some items from Philemon and was 
afraid of the punishment he would receive. 

He met Paul and was converted to Christianity. 

Paul encouraged him to return to Philemon in order 
to make things right by asking for forgiveness and 

accepting any consequences for his actions. 
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Philemon is believed to have been a resident of 
Colossae and was quite wealthy. 

He was thought to have been won to Christ by Paul 
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fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father  
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Philemon 1-3 

 



Philemon 

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus,  

and Timothy our brother, 
To Philemon (described as) our beloved friend and 

fellow laborer, to the beloved Apphia, Archippus our 
fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father  
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Philemon 1-3 

 



Philemon 

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus,  

and Timothy our brother, 
To Philemon (described as) our beloved friend and 

fellow laborer, to the beloved Apphia, Archippus our 
fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father  
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Philemon 1-3 

 



Philemon 

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus,  

and Timothy our brother, 
To Philemon (described as) our beloved friend and 

fellow laborer, to the beloved Apphia, Archippus our 
fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father  
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Philemon 1-3 

 



Philemon 

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus,  

and Timothy our brother, 
To Philemon (described as) our beloved friend and 

fellow laborer, to the beloved Apphia, Archippus our 
fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father  
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Philemon 1-3 

 



Philemon 

Paul then goes on to tell Philemon how much he 
misses him, how he prays for him continually, and 

how others have been refreshed by  
the faith of Philemon.  
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I thank my God, making mention of you always in my 
prayers, hearing of your love and faith which you have 
toward the Lord Jesus and toward all the saints, that 

the sharing of your faith may become effective by the 
acknowledgment of every good thing which is in 

you in Christ Jesus.  For we have great joy and 
consolation in your love, because the hearts of the 

saints have been refreshed by you, brother. 

Philemon 4-7 
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Why is Philemon included in our Bible? 

 

The letter to Philemon takes the truth that Christians 
are to forgive each other, which is taught elsewhere  
in Scripture (see Eph. 4:23; Col. 3:13), and applies  

it to a specific situation. 
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Nor did he send word to Philemon to come to Rome 
to take Onesimus back.  

Paul instructed Onesimus in the Gospel, eventually 
leading him to Christ (Phile. 10). 

He then sent Onesimus back to Philemon as a trusted 
messenger and brother in Christ, bearing a request for 
Philemon to grant Onesimus his freedom (Phile. 12).  
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Paul did not accuse Onesimus of wrongdoing by 
running away from Philemon nor did he tell 
Omesimus he was justified in what he did.  

Instead, Paul stated that it was by the merciful 
providence of God that he had departed from 

Philemon (Phile. 15).  

Paul desired for Philemon to receive Onesimus back 
no longer as a servant, but as a beloved brother and 

partner in Christ (Phile. 16-17). 
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It is believed that Onesimus had stolen something 
from Philemon and had run away because he was 

afraid of the punishment he would receive.  

Paul graciously offered to repay this and any debts 
that Onesimus owed to Philemon (Phile. 18).  

It is commonly believed that Onesimus was received 
by Philemon and forgiven his debt, just as Paul had 

asked and expected (Phile. 21). 
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think you have eternal life; and these (the Scriptures) 
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John 5:39 
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the One who rightfully sits in judgment, the One  
who holds in His hands both life and death,  
freedom and bondage, for Onesimus, the  

rebellious, guilty, runaway slave. 

 

And He holds in His hands the same life and death, 
freedom and bondage, for you and me. 
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Onesimus Represents You and Me 

We are Onesimus, the arrogant, ungrateful, 
rebellious, guilty-as-charged, runaway slave.  We 

stand before Philemon with no defense, convicted, 
ashamed, ready to be judged for our actions.  We,  

like Onesimus, chafed at the yoke placed upon  
us and decided to run, like the prodigal son, into  
the world to make our own way with our pockets  

full of stolen money.   
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We, like Onesimus, are guilty, judged, and stand  
ready to be sentenced.  We have no alibi, no excuse, 

and we can expect no mercy from the Roman law  
that must be obeyed. 

 

After all, “the wages of sin is death” (Rom 6:23).   
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Paul represents the Lord Jesus Christ.  He sees  
value in what the world throws away (vs. 11) and  

offers grace to those who deserve none.  He  
knows that Onesimus is guilty and deserves the 
punishment he has earned.  But Paul, like Christ,  
also loves the runaway slave and offers himself  

as the satisfaction of the Law.   



Paul Represents Jesus Christ 

“If he has wronged you, and we all know that he has, 
put the consequences of his sin on me.  Impute his 

guilt to me.  Let me pay the penalty for his sin and let 
what I pay atone for what he has done.  Let me stand 

in his place, as his substitute, and let my payment 
satisfy Onesimus’ debt.” 
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Christ has offered Himself as the payment for the 
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And He says to the Father about each of us,  

“However Steve (make it personal) has wronged You 
(God the Father) or owes You anything, put that on 

My account.  Reckoned and impute it to Me.” 

Why? 

For He lives to make intercession to the Father for us. 
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The Meaning of Resurrection Day 

He always lives to make intercession for us.   

The security of our salvation is Jesus’ perpetual 
intercession for us.  We can no more keep ourselves 
saved than we can save ourselves in the first place. 

But just as Jesus has power to save us, He has power 
to keep us.  Constantly, eternally, perpetually Jesus 

Christ intercedes for us before His Father.  



The Meaning of Resurrection Day 

Whenever we sin He says to the Father, “Put that on 
My account.  My sacrifice has already paid for it.”  

Through Jesus Christ, He is “able to keep you from 
stumbling, and to present you faultless before the 

presence of His glory with exceeding joy,” (Jude 24).  

In His Son we are now blameless in the Father’s sight.  

 
John MacArthur 



 
 


