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Where does salvation fit into the Kingdom of God?

It seems, when we think of salvation today, it begins 
with justification and ends with eternity in heaven.

But there is so much more between 
these two bookends.

Consider the contemporary view of salvation:
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It begins when we ask the Lord to forgive us of our 
sins and ask Jesus to come into our lives 

as Lord and Savior.

We usually follow this with believer’s baptism.

Then we try, to the best of our ability, to live 
according to the profession we made in Christ, 

but often fall short on a daily basis.

And when we die, we go to heaven to be with the 
Lord and all those in Him who have died before us.
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Our Contemporary View of Salvation

And what happens when we get to heaven?

We get a new, glorified body that doesn’t age or have 
any of the problems our old bodies had.

We can fly like angels.

There is something about a supper we are invited to.

We get a really big house, a mansion, and we get to 
travel down streets that are paved with gold.

All our needs and wants are taken care of.
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We are pretty much rich and live like kings.

Also, there is no sadness or sorrow or pain or 
suffering or tears or death or anything like that.

So, I guess we’ll be happy all the time.

And we’ll be surrounded by other believers who have 
also died and are happy all the time just like we are.

Does this view of heaven seem a bit narcissistic?



Our Contemporary View of Salvation



Our Contemporary View of Salvation

Does anything happen between our death on earth 
and when Christ ushers in His kingdom?



Our Contemporary View of Salvation

Does anything happen between our death on earth 
and when Christ ushers in His kingdom?

I mean, does everything rest on what happens to us?



Our Contemporary View of Salvation

Does anything happen between our death on earth 
and when Christ ushers in His kingdom?

I mean, does everything rest on what happens to us?

Does God’s plan of salvation and the establishment 
of His kingdom center around us?



Our Contemporary View of Salvation

Does anything happen between our death on earth 
and when Christ ushers in His kingdom?

I mean, does everything rest on what happens to us?

Does God’s plan of salvation and the establishment 
of His kingdom center around us?

Are we the centerpiece of His eternal plan?



Our Contemporary View of Salvation

Does anything happen between our death on earth 
and when Christ ushers in His kingdom?

I mean, does everything rest on what happens to us?

Does God’s plan of salvation and the establishment 
of His kingdom center around us?

Are we the centerpiece of His eternal plan?

Or does His eternal plan center around someone else?



Our Contemporary View of Salvation

Does anything happen between our death on earth 
and when Christ ushers in His kingdom?

I mean, does everything rest on what happens to us?

Does God’s plan of salvation and the establishment 
of His kingdom center around us?

Are we the centerpiece of His eternal plan?

Or does His eternal plan center around someone else?

And if so, is that person, just maybe, His Son?
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Our Contemporary View of Salvation

Let’s look at the various timelines given in Scripture.

First, for the individual Christian.

Next, for the church.

Then, for the nation of Israel.

Finally, let’s put them all together and see how 
salvation relates to the Kingdom of God.
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Salvation and the Individual Believer

And we know that all things work together for good 
to those who love God, to those who are 

the called according to His purpose.  

Romans 8:28

Note, the phrase introduced is 
“called (why) according to His purpose.”

What is this calling and where does it fit in with the 
process of salvation for the individual believer?
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Timeline of the Church

“Write the things which you have seen, 
and the things which are, 

and the things which will take place after this.”

Revelation 1:19

This is the outline of the Book of Revelation.



Timeline of the Church



Timeline of the Church

“Write the things which you have seen,” 

Chapters Two and Three
“and the things which are,” 

Chapters Four to Twenty-two
“and the things which will take place after this.”

Revelation 1:19



Timeline of the Church

Chapter One
“Write the things which you have seen,” 

Chapters Two and Three
“and the things which are,” 

Chapters Four to Twenty-two
“and the things which will take place after this.”

Revelation 1:19



Timeline of the Church

Chapter One
“Write the things which you have seen,” 

Chapters Two and Three
“and the things which are,” 

Chapters Four to Twenty-two
“and the things which will take place after this.”

Revelation 1:19



Timeline of the Church

Chapter One
“Write the things which you have seen,” 

Chapters Two and Three
“and the things which are,” 

Chapters Four to Twenty-two
“and the things which will take place after this.”

Revelation 1:19



Timeline of the Church

Chapter One
“Write the things which you have seen,” 

Chapters Two and Three
“and the things which are,” 

Chapters Four to Twenty-two
“and the things which will take place after this.”

Revelation 1:19



Timeline of the Church

Chapter One
“Write the things which you have seen,” 

Chapters Two and Three
“and the things which are,” 

Chapters Four to Twenty-two
“and the things which will take place after this.”

Revelation 1:19



Timeline of the Church

Chapter One
“Write the things which you have seen,” 

Chapters Two and Three
“and the things which are,” 

Chapters Four to Twenty-two
“and the things which will take place after this.”

Revelation 1:19



Timeline of the Church

Chapter One
“Write the things which you have seen,” 

Chapters Two and Three
“and the things which are,” 

Chapters Four to Twenty-two
“and the things which will take place after this.”

Revelation 1:19



Timeline of the Church

Chapter One
“Write the things which you have seen,” 

Chapters Two and Three
“and the things which are,” 

Chapters Four to Twenty-two
“and the things which will take place after this.”

Revelation 1:19



Timeline of the Church

Chapter One
“Write the things which you have seen,” 

Chapters Two and Three
“and the things which are,” 

Chapters Four to Twenty-two
“and the things which will take place after this.”

Revelation 1:19



Timeline of the Church



Timeline of the Church

Ephesus – (30-100 AD)

Revelation 2:1-7
The Loveless Church

“you have left your first love”

“Remember, therefore from where you have fallen; 
repent and do the first works.”

Some good, some bad.
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Timeline of the Church

Smyrna – (100-312 AD)

Revelation 2:8-11

The Persecuted Church

“Do not fear any of these things you 
are about to suffer”

Good only.
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Timeline of the Church

Pergamos – (312-606 AD)

Revelation 2:12-17

The Compromised Church

“Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and fight 
against them (those who hold to the doctrine 

of Balaam and doctrine of the Nicolaitans) 
with the sword of My mouth.”

Some good, some bad.
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Timeline of the Church

Thyatira – (606 – Tribulation)

Revelation 2:18-29

The Corrupt Church

“Nevertheless I have a few things against you, 
because you allow that woman Jezebel”

“But hold fast what you have until I come.”

Some good, some bad.
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Timeline of the Church

Sardis – (1,520 – Tribulation)

Revelation 3:1-6

The Dead Church

“I have not found your works perfect before God”

“Remember therefore how you have received and 
heard; hold fast and repent.”

Only bad.
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Timeline of the Church

Philadelphia – (1,750 – Rapture)

Revelation 3:7-13

The Faithful Church

“Because you have kept My command to persevere, 
I also will keep you from the hour of trial which 

shall come (future) upon the whole world, (why) 
to test (who) those who dwell on the earth.”

Good only.
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Timeline of the Church

Laodicea – (1,900 – Tribulation)

Revelation 3:14-22

The Lukewarm Church

“I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. 
I could wish you were cold or hot.  So then, 

because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, 
I will vomit you out of My mouth.”

Only bad.
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The Timeline of Israel

Daniel 

Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream – Daniel 2

Vision of Four Beasts – Daniel 7

Vision of the Ram and the Goat – Daniel 8

Vision of the Seventy Weeks – Daniel 9

Vision of the Inter-testament Period – Daniel 11-12

Vision of the End and the Tribulation – Daniel 12:4-13

(end of Tribulation and beginning of Millennial Reign)
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Ezekiel 

Prophecy of Israel returning to their own land.

Ezekiel 36-37

Prophecy about the antichrist’s attack on Israel 
during, or right before, the Tribulation.

Ezekiel 38-39

Possible prophecy about the future of our nation.

Ezekiel 38:13, 39:6
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Note, chapters 2 and 3 in the Revelation deal with the 
church, both locally and through all church history.

From chapters 4 to the end deals with Israel.

144,000 sealed from the twelve tribes of Israel

The two witnesses, possibly Moses and Elijah

Fall of Babylon the Great

New Jerusalem
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Adam and Eve

Abraham

David

John the Baptist

Jesus

And all the people answered and said, 
“His blood be on us and on our children.”

Matthew 27:25
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Church – Matthew 16, Acts 2

Great Apostasy

Rapture (Restrainer Removed)

Heaven – Judgment of Believers (Bema Seat, Rewards)

Heaven – Marriage  Supper of the Lamb

Earth – The Emergence of the Antichrist

The Tribulation
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The Abomination of Desolation

Believing Jews in Jerusalem flee to Edom

The Great Tribulation

The Return of Christ

Armageddon

The 75 days in Daniel – Sheep and Goat Judgment

The Millennial Kingdom (1,000 year reign of Christ)
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The Millennial Kingdom

Satan is Bound

Jesus rules from Jerusalem

Believers (but not all) will have Positions of 
Authority in the Millennial Kingdom

Satan is Released (later cast into the abyss)

Great White Throne Judgment

New Heaven and New Earth
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Calvinism

Eternal Security

Perseverance of the Saints

And you won’t know if you’re chosen until the end. 
If you persevere, then you must have been chosen.
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Arminianism

Only those that Persevere to the End are Saved.

Meaning Salvation is Conditional.

These two views sum up the last 400 years 
of church history.
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Overcomer

Eternal Security

See a Distinction Between Entering and 
Inheriting the Kingdom

Variation of Rewards
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Salvation and the Kingdom

Do you believe God holds us accountable 
for what we do in this life?

Or do you believe God is a socialist, meaning 
everyone receives the same reward regardless 

of their faithfulness or lukewarmness?

And if you do believe God holds us accountable, 
what are the implications for your life right now?

We will speak more about this next week.




