
How is it then, brethren? 
Whenever you come together, each of you 
has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, 

has a revelation, has an interpretation. 
Let all things be done for edification.

1 Corinthians 14:26
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How did they worship?

And what was their worship experience like?

Did they have things in their worship service 
we no longer have in ours?

Or have we added things in our worship service 
they never did in theirs?

And if so, why?  Or why not?

What would it be like to worship with them?
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Two, God gifted every person in the church with 
spiritual gifts and expected each believer to use 

them to minister to Him and others.

See 1 Corinthians 12-14

James 5:14
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What can we learn from the early church
about worship?

First, let’s look at the word, worship.

In the New Testament, there are six Greek words that 
are translated “worship”, but five of them are never 

used in reference to a corporate gathering.
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Worship

leitourgéō
“to minister publicly, to worship publicly, to serve”

As they ministered (leitourgéō) to the Lord and fasted, 
the Holy Spirit said, “Now separate to Me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”

Acts 13:2

Let’s look at this in full context.
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So what was a church service like in the Early Church?

There was a time of singing. 

There was a reading of His Word.

There was an exposition of His Word.

There was a time of ministry to each other.

There was a time of sharing for others in need.

There was a time to partake of the Lord’s Supper.
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So what was a church service like in the Early Church?

There was a time of prayer.

There was a time of praise and testimony.

There was a time of humility and confession.

There was a time of verbal commitment to Him.

And there was a time of fellowship and the 
sharing of a common meal.
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What happens when we worship the Lord:

We delight in God.

God delights in us.

We draw near to God.

And God draws near to us.

God ministers to us.

The Lord’s enemies flee.

Unbelievers know they are in the presence of God.
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So let’s close our time together by truly worshipping 
Him in spirit and truth, as He commands.


