
“And I also say to you that you are Peter, and 
on this rock I will build My church, and the 
gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.”

Matthew 16:18



Life in the Early Church



Life in the Early Church

Bad:  Rejection



Life in the Early Church

Bad:  Rejection

Bad:  Persecution



Life in the Early Church

Bad:  Rejection

Bad:  Persecution

Discover:  Shared Experience



Life in the Early Church

Bad:  Rejection

Bad:  Persecution

Discover:  Shared Experience

Discover:  Common Bond



Life in the Early Church

Bad:  Rejection

Bad:  Persecution

Discover:  Shared Experience

Discover:  Common Bond

Discover:  Kindred Spirits



Life in the Early Church

Bad:  Rejection

Bad:  Persecution

Discover:  Shared Experience

Discover:  Common Bond

Discover:  Kindred Spirits

Good:  Community



Life in the Early Church

Bad:  Rejection

Bad:  Persecution

Discover:  Shared Experience

Discover:  Common Bond

Discover:  Kindred Spirits

Good:  Community

Good:  Family



Life in the Early Church

Bad:  Rejection

Bad:  Persecution

Discover:  Shared Experience

Discover:  Common Bond

Discover:  Kindred Spirits

Good:  Community

Good:  Family

Church



Life in the Early Church



Life in the Early Church

The Family of God



Life in the Early Church

The Family of God

Building Community



Life in the Early Church

The Family of God

Building Community

“Doing Life Together”



Life in the Early Church

The Family of God

Building Community

“Doing Life Together”

“Community is not just about being together, 
it’s about doing life together.”



Life in the Early Church

The Family of God

Building Community

“Doing Life Together”

“Community is not just about being together, 
it’s about doing life together.”

Yawn
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Jesus spent much of His time training His disciples 
to do what He was doing when He wasn’t with them.

See Matthew 10

In much the same way, the book of Acts was given 
to us as a model, a prototype, an example 

of what church is to look like today.
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Life in the Early Church

What do you know about life in the early church?

What were the early Christians like?

Would you feel comfortable among them?

How would you view their spiritual life and 
commitment to Christ?

And how do you think they would view your 
spiritual life and commitment to Christ?

Finally, what can you learn from their lives?
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One key phrase, “with (or in) one accord”.

And through the hands of the apostles many signs 
and wonders were done among the people. And they 

were all with one accord in Solomon’s Porch.

Acts 5:12

And there are many other accounts that also describe 
the character and attitude of the early church.
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Acts 2:42-47

They lived in local communities.

They met in homes or rented facilities.

Their key distinctive was worship and evangelism.

They were led by lay leaders.

They were guided by the Scriptures.

Everyone was a priest.
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Acts 2:42-47

They had all things in common.

They were known as a holy, separate people.

How did the church respond during persecution?
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Nero – 54-68 AD

Domition – 81-96 AD

Trajan – 98-117 AD

Antoninus Pius and Marcus Aurelius – 138-180 AD

Severus – 193-211 AD

Maximus – 235-238 AD

Decius – 249-251 AD
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The Early Governmental Persecution

Valerian – 253-260 AD

Aurelian – 274-287 AD

Diocletian – 292-304 AD
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How the Early Church Described Itself

Justin Martyr to Emperor Pius around 150 AD.

This letter asks the Emperor to judge Christians by 
their conduct and not by rumors and false claims.

The Letter to Diognetes (written in 130 AD)

A description of Christian living and what was 
expected in the church in the second century.
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Tertullian (160-225 AD) – written in 197 AD

The practices of the early Christian church.

Aristides’ letter to Emperor Hadrian (117-138 AD)

The uncommon joy of all believers.
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What can we learn from these accounts?

How far have we fallen from the “great cloud of 
witnesses” encouraging us towards the finish line?

How can we restore what we have lost?

Note, the commands of Christ have not changed.
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Consider opening your home for Bible study this year.

Consider getting together with others for 
Bible study, fellowship, and prayer.

Consider creative ways to teach your children about 
the “exceeding riches of His grace” in Christ.

And, if you don’t feel compelled to “Go” for the 
gospel, then consider bringing the lost to you (both 

home and church) to make disciples of them.

Let 2021 be a year of spiritual renewal and revival.


