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Salvation and Sanctification 

Sanctification is defined as: 

 

The setting apart of something for special use; to 
“sanctify” a person is to make him holy. 

 

The word means consecration, purification, and 
separation unto God.   



Salvation and Sanctification 

Sanctification refers not only to the activity of the 
Holy Spirit in setting man apart unto salvation and 

transferring him into the ranks of the redeemed, but 
also to enabling him to be holy even as God is holy. 
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The Sermon on the Mount 

But what does it mean to be meek? 

And who are the meek that inherit the earth? 



“Meek” or “Meekness” Defined 

Having a mild or soothing disposition, having a gentle 
spirit, being full of forbearance. 

 

Primarily it does not denote an outward expression of 
feeling, but an inward grace of the soul, with a 

calmness toward God in particular.  It is the 
acceptance of God’s dealings with us, always 

considering them as good, in that they enhance the 
closeness of our relationship with Him. 
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For Aristotle the virtues of life were always defined as 
the means between having too much of the virtue 

and not having enough of it. 
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Courage is a virtue because it is the mean between 
cowardice (which is a deficiency in courage) and 
foolhardy actions (which result from too much). 

 

Generosity is the mean between stinginess and a 
foolish waste of one’s resources. 
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And Aristotle describes as meek the man  
“who is angry on the right occasion and with the  

right people and at the right moment and  
for the right length of time.” 
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William Barclay adds,  

“If we ask what the right time and the wrong time 
are, we may say as a general rule for life that it is 

never right to be angry for any insult or injury done to 
ourselves; that is something that no Christian must 
ever resent; but that it is often right to be angry at 

injuries done to other people.  Selfish anger is always 
a sin; selfless anger can be one of the great moral 

dynamics of the world.” 
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The second meaning of meek comes from the fact 
that the Greek word was used of animals to designate 

those that had become domesticated. 

These were animals who had learned to accept 
control by their masters and who were therefore 

properly behaved.  By extension, the word was then 
used of persons who also knew how to behave. 

This is where the concept of a gentleman was born. 

  

 



“Meek” or “Meekness” Defined 

A final sense of the word “meek” comes from the fact 
that in biblical language the word is used most often 
to indicate a subservient and trusting attitude before 

God, and this makes meekness generally a vertical 
virtue rather than a horizontal one. 

  

 

 

 



“Meek” or “Meekness” Defined 

A final sense of the word “meek” comes from the fact 
that in biblical language the word is used most often 
to indicate a subservient and trusting attitude before 

God, and this makes meekness generally a vertical 
virtue rather than a horizontal one. 

This is primarily the meaning Jesus has in mind when 
He said, “Blessed are the meek.” 

  

 

 



“Meek” or “Meekness” Defined 

A final sense of the word “meek” comes from the fact 
that in biblical language the word is used most often 
to indicate a subservient and trusting attitude before 

God, and this makes meekness generally a vertical 
virtue rather than a horizontal one. 

This is primarily the meaning Jesus has in mind when 
He said, “Blessed are the meek.” 

Plus, Jesus was quoting Psalm 37. 
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