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How was the Sermon received? 

And what are we to take from the Sermon today? 
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We live in two kingdoms. 

The kingdom of this world and the Kingdom of God. 

 

The Sermon on the Mount shows us how to live  
in the Kingdom of God. 
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The Beatitudes seem like a paradox to us. 

 

How can you be blessed when you’re in mourning? 

How is being poor in spirit a good thing?   

In fact, how is being poor ever a good thing? 

And how can you possibly call the meek blessed? 

I always thought the strong were the ones who had it 
all together.  Is that not true anymore? 
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The Sermon on the Mount 

The Beatitudes are progressive. 

 

Each leads to the other in logical succession.  Being 
poor in spirit reflects the right attitude we should 

have to our sinful condition, which then should lead 
us to mourn, to be meek and gentle, to hunger and 

thirst for righteousness, to be merciful, pure in heart, 
and have a peacemaking spirit. 

John MacArthur 
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In God’s Kingdom… 

 

External things cannot satisfy internal needs. 

And things are not always what they seem to be. 

True happiness and true blessedness cannot be found  
in a fallen, cursed world. 

Everything we see and touch in this world is 
temporary at best. 
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But his delight is in the law of the LORD, 
and in His law he meditates day and night.  

He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, 
that brings forth its fruit in its season, 

whose leaf also shall not wither; 
and whatever he does shall prosper. 

Psalm 1:2-3 
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Spirit (pneúma) means “breath, wind, air; the breath 
breathed by God into man and again returning to 
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poverty apart from God.  

It’s to see yourself as you really are:  
lost, hopeless, and helpless. 
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It’s to reject all pride and see yourself, again, as you  
really are — wretched, miserable,  

poor, blind, and naked.  
It’s to understand you cannot fulfill the standards of 
the Sermon on the Mount by your own merits, no 

matter how hard you try or how committed you are. 
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Matthew 5:20 
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There must be a humbling, an emptying of yourself 
before there can be a filling. 

 

In other words, you must become poor in spirit before 
you can become rich in God’s blessings. 

 

The choice is up to you. 
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What exactly is the Kingdom of Heaven?   

And where is it?   
Is it something we can see and feel and touch?  

How are we suppose to live in His Kingdom? 

Are the realities in the Kingdom of Heaven the same 
as they are in everyday life? 
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And if not, how are they different? 

How can I be a citizen of His Kingdom when I'm a 
citizen of the United States of America?   

How can I be in two places at the same time?   

Is that even possible? 

And what does that look and feel like in real life? 
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What’s the purpose of the Sermon on the Mount? 
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What’s the purpose of the Sermon on the Mount? 

 

We live in two kingdoms. 

The kingdom of this world and the Kingdom of God. 

 

The Sermon on the Mount shows us how to live  
in the Kingdom of God. 



 


