
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak with other tongues,  

as the Spirit gave them utterance. 
Acts 2:4 
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When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were 
all with one accord in one place.  And suddenly there 

came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty 
wind, and it filled the whole house where they were 

sitting.  Then there appeared to them divided tongues 
(glōssa - glṓssai in the plural), as of fire,  

and one sat upon each of them. 

Acts 2:1-3 
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1 Corinthians 13:1 
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glōssa 

 

A term used in Scripture for the people who speak a 
particular language, e.g., tribes, people, and tongues. 

See Rev. 5:9; 7:9; 10:11; 11:9; 13:7; 14:6; 17:15 

 

 



The Gift of Tongues 

glōssa 

 

After these things I looked, and behold, a great 
multitude which no one could number, of all nations, 
tribes, peoples, and tongues (glōssa - glṓssai in the 
plural), standing before the throne and before the 

Lamb, clothed with white robes, with  
palm branches in their hands. 

Revelation 7:9 
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the plural), and kings.”  

Revelation 10:11 
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When glōssa is used in the plural (glṓssai) with a 
singular pronoun or subject, it refers to dialects which 

were not learned by the individual concerned.   
Such an individual was enabled instantly and 
temporarily by the Holy Spirit to speak in a  

language other than his native tongue. 

This is what happened in Acts 2. 
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glōssa 

 

This is also what Paul was talking about in  
1 Corinthians 14:6, 18.  Paul himself refers to speaking 

in glṓssai, languages or tongues.  By this he meant 
languages which he already knew or the ones that he 

was enabled to speak by the Holy Spirit when  
and if needed. 
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by knowledge, by prophesying, or by teaching? 

1 Corinthians 14:6 
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But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each 
one for the profit of all:  for to one is given the word 
of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of 
knowledge through the same Spirit, to another faith 

by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings  
by the same Spirit, 

1 Corinthians 12:7-9 
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to another the working of miracles, to another 
prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to 

another different (not in the original) kinds (génos – 
sort, species, offspring, family) of tongues (glṓssai - 
the language or dialect used by a particular people 
distinct from that of other nations), to another the 

interpretation of tongues (glṓssai). 

1 Corinthians 12:10 
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Summary 

 

Speaking in tongues is the New Testament 
phenomena where a person speaks in a language that 

is unknown to him, or had not been learned  
by the one speaking. 



The Gift of Tongues 

According to the Apostle Paul, when tongues were 
spoken in the church, they were to be interpreted by 
someone with the gift of interpretation (turning the 

tongue into prophesy) so that others might be edified 
by the God-given message (1 Cor. 14:5, 13, 27).  
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According to the Apostle Paul, when tongues were 
spoken in the church, they were to be interpreted by 
someone with the gift of interpretation (turning the 

tongue into prophesy) so that others might be edified 
by the God-given message (1 Cor. 14:5, 13, 27).  

The gift of tongues was also a sign to unbelievers 
where they would hear the “wonderful works of God” 

(Acts 2:11) in their own language (1 Cor. 14:22). 
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The Gift of Tongues 

But what about tongues as a private prayer language? 

What about the millions of Christians worldwide that 
pray and sing in tongues? 

And what does glṓssa in the singular, with the 
singular subject or pronoun mean? 

 

This is where the confusion begins. 



The Gift of Tongues 
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The Gift of Tongues 

Whenever the word glṓssa in the singular, with a 
singular subject or pronoun is used, translated in the 
KJV as “unknown tongue” (1 Cor. 14:2, 4, 13, 14, 19, 

26, 27), it refers to the Corinthian practice of speaking 
in an unknown tongue not comprehended by 

someone and, therefore, not an  
ordinarily spoken language. 
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The Gift of Tongues 

glṓssa (singular) and glṓssai (plural) 
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The Gift of Tongues 

glṓssa (singular) and glṓssai (plural) 
 

Singular 
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The Gift of Tongues 

glṓssa (singular) and glṓssai (plural) 
 

Singular 

glṓssa is an unknown tongue to everyone, the hearer 
and the one speaking, called an ecstatic utterance 
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The Gift of Tongues 

glṓssa (singular) and glṓssai (plural) 
 

Singular 

glṓssa is an unknown tongue to everyone, the hearer 
and the one speaking, called an ecstatic utterance 

 

Plural  
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The Gift of Tongues 

glṓssa (singular) and glṓssai (plural) 
 

Singular 

glṓssa is an unknown tongue to everyone, the hearer 
and the one speaking, called an ecstatic utterance 

 

Plural  

glṓssai is a known dialect or language, but unknown 
to the person speaking  
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The Gift of Tongues 

Context 
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The Gift of Tongues 

Context 

 Paul is giving instructions or regulating a practice in 
the Corinthian church that was out of hand and 

potentially harmful. 

 

https://ref.ly/logosres/wsntdict;ref=GreekStrongs.1100;off=4694;ctx=(1$C2$A0Cor._14:23)._(2)_~Whenever_the_word_gl


The Gift of Tongues 

Context 

 Paul is giving instructions or regulating a practice in 
the Corinthian church that was out of hand and 

potentially harmful. 

In doing so, he spoke of both the proper and 
improper use of tongues.  Not only the gift of tongues  
(glṓssai), but the practice of praying and singing in a 
tongue (1 Cor. 14:15) in corporate worship (glṓssa). 
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The Gift of Tongues 

Matthew 24:3-4 

 

1 Corinthians 12:7-14:40 
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The Gift of Tongues 

There seems to be three divisions in the  
use of tongues:   

 

First, a language (or known dialect of a people group) 
that is to be interpreted and defines proper usage in 
the Christian congregation.  This tongue is a sign for 

unbelievers (1 Cor. 14:22).  But prophesy, or the 
interpretation of this tongue,  

is a sign for believers. 
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Second, this tongue appears in the context of 
evangelism where people (in the New Testament) are 
presenting the gospel to those whose language they 

do not know, much like a missionary.  This is what 
happened in Acts 2. 



The Gift of Tongues 

There seems to be three divisions in the  
use of tongues:  

  

Second, this tongue appears in the context of 
evangelism where people (in the New Testament) are 
presenting the gospel to those whose language they 

do not know, much like a missionary.  This is what 
happened in Acts 2. 

Both of these are known as the gift of tongues. 
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The Gift of Tongues 

There seems to be three divisions in the  
use of tongues:   

 

Third, a private prayer language that is also to be 
interpreted.  This is for the edification of the one 

speaking (1 Cor. 14:4) as they speak to God and not to 
man (1 Cor. 14:2).  In this their spirit prays and speaks 
the mysteries of God (1 Cor. 14:2, 14).  Paul regulates 

this tongue in the church setting (1 Cor. 14:26-27). 
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